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PRINTTING.
IN TWO PARTS.

PART I containing )
I. A Concife Hiftory of the Art from its Invention to
the prefedt Time;. with the feveral Charters granted to
the Company of Stationers.

II. Specimens of Printing Types of all ‘Sizes, and

various Languages, Mufic Types, Flowers and Ornaments. *
. PART II treating of

1. The neceffary Materials made ufe of in a Printing Office—=
Of the different Founts of Letter, their Properties, Size, and
Application ; with Tables to fhew the Difference there is between
the feveral Bodies of Lettgr, and how one gets in or drives out
more than another.—Of Points, Quadrats, Spaces, Rules, Braces,
Quotations, Flowers, &c. &c.

1I. Of Printing Prefles, their Conftru@ion and Ufe particularty
defcribed, with a Drawing of a Prefs, and of its feveral Parts,
cut in Wood. '

III. Of Wetting Paper, Knocking up Balls, Pulling, Printing’
different Colours, and other neceflfary Rules and Dire&tions for
the Prefsman. ‘

1V. Of the Compofitor’s Bufinefs, viz. Drefling of Chaces,
Compofing, Spacing, Tying up Pages, Impofing, &c. with a
great Variety of Examples and ufeful Tables. |

V. Of Correttors and-Correcting, with Direttions to Authors
how to mark Cerrections in their Proof Sheets. .

VI. Of Catfting off Copy.

VII. Alphabets and Characters of various Languages and
Sciences.

VIII. Of the Bufinefs requifite to be done in the Warehoufe,
and the Duty of the Warehoufeman. ’

1X. An Explanaticn of Technical Terms ufed in Printing. -

The Whole forming a more intelligible and complete Intro-
duttion to the Art of Printing than has been hitherto attempted,
and containing a great Variety of Inftructions and Examples that
are not to be found in any other Performance.

: By P. LUCKOMBE, M.T.A.

.
.

. L ON D O N:
Printedby W. ADLARD and J. BROWNE, Fleet-Street;

F OR
J. JOHNSON, No. 72, St. Paul’s Church-Yard. 1771,
. (Price Seven Shillings bound.)
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TO THE PUBLIC.

o A HE entire motive which induces the Editor
il i‘ to this publication, is to promote the Theory
a(]a T and Prattice of the ArT oF PrinTing, and
- not a lucrative view. Books on this important
fubjet are become extremely fcarce, owing to their being
depofited in the libraries of the Curious, which make them
but feldom feen in the common catalogues of Bookfellers, and
when they are, their price is 00 high for the generality of

readers. The Hiftorical part is colleted from the ingenious -
Mr. Moxon, and other able Writers on this noble Art, to

the publication of the late induftrions antiquary Mr. Ames, in

his Typographical Antiquities of Printing, together with the -

colle®ed judgments of the learned Dr. MippLETON, M.

-ATkYNS, Mr. WaTson, Mr. PaLmer, &c. &c. wherein the

pleas of. the invention are impartially given. The Pradtical
Inftru@ions are the united opinions of the moft experienced
of the trade, from whofe labours the knowledge of the origin
and improvements in the Art have been conveyed to the pre-'
fent period, and from whofe works we have made copious
extralts, feveral of which are in the authors own words, though
not pointed out as fuch,
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Upbn the whole, in the courfe of the work will be ‘given
the Origin and Progrefs of the Art, with a concife but accu-
rate Hiftorical Account of the MasTER PRrINTERS, from the
year 1440 to 1600, during which time every thing worthy of
obfervation will be taken notice of, and a great number of

- curious and antique anecdotes relative to PrinTiNG intro-

duced. In the conclufive part of the work will be explained
the ufe and properties of Metal Types, together with various
Tables of Calcnlaﬁons, Schemes for Impofing, Method for
Cafting off Copy, Ufeof Metal Flowers, Mathematical, Phy-
fical, Mufical, and Aftronomical Sorts; with many other
requifite direGtions neceffary for attaining a perfe@ infight
into the Theory and Practice of the ART oF PRIKTING
likewife ufeful Hints to Authors and Compilers; how to pre-
pare copy and corre& their own proofs ; the whole calculated
for the improvement of thofe who have any concerns in the
Letter-Prefs. 'To which will be added, neceffary Inftructions
for the Prefs and Warehoufe-men ; and at the end will be

inferted an Expl;né.tion of the'al?ﬁruf\'c Words and Phrafes

that are ufed in Printing.

As this work treats of the Letter-Prefs only, we think it
needlefs to apologize for not decorating it with Copper-Plates,
judging it mot pertinent in a work of this kind to make ufe
of the workmanthip of any other artifts than compofitors ; or
introduce any thing but what is caft by ingenious Letter-
founders, and may therefore create employment for the Letter-
Prefs Printer, | '
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MW‘;{T appears from reafon and antient hiftory,
(3. Gsd o that in the moft early ages of the world,
#“ mankind had induftrioufly invented other

means of communicating their ideas, than

merely by the voice, not only that they

might with freedom converfe at a diftance,
but alfo to enable them to preferve and tranfiit to their pof-
terity the moft valuable deeds, and moft ufeful difcoveries made
in the world; they efteemed books, thofe curious repofitories
of the fentiments and actions of men, as a real treafure, and the
happy poficflors, who well underftood the fubjells they con-
tained, were carefled by the wife, and favourcd by the great,
and confequently were the only truly learned, with whom all
prudent princes and philofophers chofe to advife.

Books. bcing‘thus ufeful and curious, the learned thought it
worthy the chicf labour of their lives, either to compile, or

colle& thofe valuable tra&s, and imagined themfelves diftin-

guifhed from mankind more or lefs, as they excelled in the bulk

ror goodnefs of their libraries : of which I cannot produce a

greater inflance, than what Dr. Conyers Middleton fays in the

5
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Life of Cicero, p. 136, and 137, ¢ Nor was he (fpeaking of
Cicero) lefs eager in making a colle&ion of Greek books, and
forming a library, by the fame opportunity of Aticus’s help.
This was Atticus’s own pafion, who, having free accefs to all
the Athenian libraries, was employing his flaves in copying the
“works of their beft writers, not only for his own ufe, but for
fale alfo, and the common profit both of the flave and the
" mafter; for Atticus was remarkable, above all men of his rank,

’for‘ a family of learned flaves, having fcarce a foot-boy in his

houfe, who was not trained both to read and write for him,
By this advantage he had made a very large collection of choice

- and curious books, and fignified to Cicero his defign of felling
them; yet feems to have intimated withal, that he expetted a
larger fum for them than Cicero would eafily fpare; which
gave occafion to Cicero, to beg of him in feveral letters, to
referve the whole number for him, till he could raife money
enough for the purchafe. Pray keep your books, fays he, for
me, and do not defpair of my being able to make them mine;
which, if I can compafs, I fhall think myfelf richer than
Craffus, and defpife the fine villa’s and gardens of them all.”
Again, ¢ Take care that you do not part with your library to
any man, how eager foever he may be to buy it; for I am
fetting apart all my little rents to purchafe that relief for my

. old age.” In athird letter, he fays, ¢ Thathe had placed all
his hopes of comfort and pleafure; whenever he fhould retire
from bufinefs, on Atticus’s referving thefe books for him.”
Again, in p. 453, ¢ Atticus lent him two of his librarians
to aflift his own, in taking catalogues, and placing the books

" in order; which he calls the infufion of the Soul into the body
cf his houfe.

And among other writers on this fubje&, Mr, Watfon, in his
Hiftery of Printing, tells us, from an epiftle of Antonius
Bononia Becatellus, furnamed Panorme, to Alphonfus king of
Naples and $icily, Lib. 5. Epilt. Significafti mibi nuper ex

Floreatia,
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Florentia, &c. * You lately wrote to me from Florence, that
the works of Titus Livius are there to be fold, in very hand-
fome books ; and that the price of each book is 120 crowns of
gold : therefore I intreat your mgjefty, that you caufe to be
bought for us Livy, whom we ufe to call the king of books,
and caufe it to be fent hither to us. I fhall in the mean time
procure the money, which I am to give for the price of the
book. One thing I want to know of your prudence, whether
I or Poggius have donebeft; he, that he might buy a country-
houfe near Florence, fold Livy, which he had writin a very
fair hand; and I, to purchafe Livy, have expofed a piece of
land to fale : your goodnefs and modefty have encouraged me

to afk thefe things with familiarity of you. Farewell, and-
triumph.” There are feveral paflages which fhew the great’

value and efteem of manufcripts, and that the manner of their
conveyance was by notaries, as lands, &c.

Nor was it in Italy only that books were fold at this enormot.
price, but in France alfo, as appears by what Gaguin wrote
to one of his friends who had fent to him from Rome to pro-
cure a Concordance for him: “ I have not to this day found
out a Concordance, except one, that is greatly efteemed ; which
Pafchafius, the bookfeller, has told me is to be fold, but the
owner of it is abroad ; and it may be ha¢for a hundred crowns
of gold.”

The late Mr. Ames had a folio manufcript in French verfe
called, Romans de la Rofe (from whence Chaucer’s tranflation)
on the laft leaf of which is wrote, Cef luir cofia au palas de
Parys quarante coronnes dor, fans mentyr; that is, This book coft
at the palace of Paris 40 crowns of gold, without lying. (About
33l 6s. 6d. ferling.)

Galen fays, in his‘Commehtary upon the Third of the Epi-
demicks, and upon the Firft Book of the Nature of Man,
B © that
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that < Ptolemeus Philadelphus gave to the Athenians fifieen
talents, with exempticn from all-tribute, and a great convoy
of provifions, for the Autographs and Originals of the Tra-
gedies of Efchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides.

" Brafficanus fays, * The emperor Frederick HI. knew no'
better gratuity for. John Capnion, who had been fent to him
on an embafly by Edward of Wittemberg, than by making
him a prefent of an old Hébiew Bible, Upon the whole,’
Manuferipts, or rather Books, were fo fcarce in thofe days,
that they were not fold but by contrals, upon as good condi-
tions and fecurities as thofe of an eftate: among many other
inftances of the like kind there is one in the library of the
Coilege of Laon, in the city of Paris, made in the prefence of”
two notaries, in the yeir 1332, In thofe times the opulent
only could procure books, the poor being entirely debarred
W “price ; "~ whereas now, by the art of Printing,

ooks may be procured on every fcience, and the inventions-
and improvéments of every art may be attained by people of :
{mall fortunes.

Another inftance of the high eftimationin which books were
held in old times, #s to be feen in the front of the Manufeript
‘Gofpels belonging to the public Library of the Univerfity of
Cambridge, written. in an old hand in Latin and Anglo-

, Saxonic, given to the Univerfity by the learned Theodoré

Beza. ¢ This Book was prefented by Leofric, Bifhop of the

Church of St. Peter’s in Exeter, for the Ufe of his Succeflors.”

This Leofric was Chancellor of England in the reign of:
Edward the Confeffor, and died in 1071 or 1072 ; and by his

bequeft may be clearly perceived its value.

About the time of king Henry II. the manner of publifhing
the works of authors was to have them read over for three
days fucceflively before one of the univerfities, or other judges,

appointed
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-gppointed by the public; and, if they met with appro

copies of them were then permitted ‘to be taken, which wer

-ufually done by monks, &ribes, illuminors and readers, brought

or trained up to that purpafe for their maintenance.

At the time that Printing was introduced, and a little after,
the fcribes ufed their utmoft efforts to excel, being willing to

~ keep their places, and would fay, fuch a book was old and
would add unprofitable; but fuch an one was new, neat, .

clegantly wrote, eafy to be read, &c. which method of pro-
ceeding, by the way, may have occafioned the lofs of many a
good compofition. Indeed, before this noble art of Printing by
feparate types made of metal was found out, there were but
few authors in comparifun to the great iacreafe of learned men
fince. But as the method of increafing and propagating books

- by writing was exceflively tedious .and expenfive, fo that few

could encourage ‘it but fovereign princes, or perfons of great

‘wealth, the bulk of mankind was in a manner deprived of

thofe trul'y valuable advantages refulting from books; which
alone fufficiently fhews, how great.ly' we are indebted to the in-
ventors of that ufeful, or, as it may juftly be faid, divine art of

* Printing. - We have now no occafien to wait the flow refult of

the tranfcriber, but with a little/labour and eafy expence
may flore our libraries with all the knowledge of our learned
pregenitors ; and have it in our power, with a little ftudy, to be
mafters of thofe arts, which they only attend to with the
greateft labour and induftry. And if any one would be at the
trouble to compare the prefent body of our people, in regard to
literature and their capacities in affairs, with thofe of our
anceftors, who flourithed 400 years ago, when there was no
printing, they will readily acknowledge, that this curious
art hath not a little contributed to the benefit and improvement
of mankind. ) '

~
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Thefe proceedings for the advancement of learning and
knowledge alarmed the ignorant and illiterate monks; info-
much that they declaimed from the pulpits, ¢ There was

*a new language difcovered called Greek, of which people
. fhould beware, fince it was that which produced all the

herefies: - that in this language was come forth a book called the
New Teftament, which was now in every bbdy’s hands, and
was full of thorns and briers: that there was alfo another
language now ftarted up which they called Hebrew, and that

‘they who learned it were turned Hebrews.” Here in England,

the great Erafmus tells us, his publifhing the New Teftament
in its original language met with a great deal of clamour and
oppofition, that one college in the Univerfity of Cambridge,
in particular, abfolutely forbad the ufe of it. ¢ Thefe, fays

‘e, objeét to us the feigned authority of fynods, and magnify

the great peril of the chriftian faith and the ‘danger of the
church, which they pretend to fupport with their fhoulders,
who are much fitter to prop a waggon. And thefe clamours
they difperfe among the ignorant and fuperftitious populace,
with whom, having the reputation of being great divines,
they are very Joth'to have their opinions called in queftion, and
are afraid that when they quote the Scripture wrong, as they
often do, the authority of the Greck and Hebrew verity

fhould be caft in their-teeth, and that by and by appear to be a

dream, which was by them given out for an oracle.” Accord-
ingly the Vicar of Cr(;ydoq in Surry is faid to have expreffed
himfelf to the following purpofe in a fermon which he preached
at Paul’s Crofs about this time, ¢ We muft root out Printing,
or Printing will root out us.”

The difcovery of Printing contributed greatly to the pro-
dultion of learned men in Europe. Lerd Herbert, in his
Life of King Henry VIIL p. 147, fuppofed that Cardinal
Woolfey ftated the effelts of this Art to the Pope thus: ¢ That
his holinefs could not be ignosant what diverfe effeéts this new

inven-

AL

7 AL e N




- ————— =

T 8

g

PPN

P R EF A C E.

invention cf printing had produced: for, it had brought in,
and reftored books and learning ; fo together it hath been the
occafion of thofe fe@s and fchifms, which daily appeared in
the world, but chiefly in Germany; where men begin now
to call in queftion the prefent faith and tenets of the Church,
and to examine how far religion is departed from its primitive
inftitution. And that, which particularly was moft to be
lamented, they had exhorted lay and ordinary men to read
the Scripfnres, and to pray in their vulgar tongue ; and if this
was fuffered, befides 'all\other dangers, the common people at
laft might come to believe, that there was not fo much ufe of
the clergy. For if men were perfuaded once, they could

make their own way to God, and that prayers in their native

and ordinary language might pierce heaven as well as Latin ;
how much would the authority of the mafs fall? For this
pu;pofe, fince printing could not be put down, it were beft
to fet up learning’ aga{nft learning ; and by introduci-ng able
perfons to difpute, to fufpend the laity between fear and con-
troverfy. This at worft would yet muke them attentive to
their fuperiors and teachers,”

It may fhew upon the whole, the notions which prevailed,
and what the contenders had to fay, fer the fpace of 12z00r 130
years ; which takes in a period of time the moift remarkable of
any‘ which our annals afford, a period when BriTann1a roufed
herfelf from amidft various fuperftitions, and fat down on the
feat of liberty, where fhe now remains. Befides which, the Art
of Printing had no fmall fhare in the glorious Reformation.
The Holy Scriptures were printed in our mother tongue; and
the people themfelves faw the impofiticns of the monks, &c.
This art in its infancy was patronized by the learned and
great; and they encouraged pur firft printer, William Caxten,
to begin and carry on {o laudable and ufeful an undertaking,
and he gratefully and honeftly owned it in his books.

The
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The ulefulnefs of the art is {o univerfally acknowledged, it
needs no Proof ; every one knows, without the invention of

"this Art, the produtions of great men would have been con-

fined in the pofieflion of a few, and of no utility to pofterity.
In fhort, What would the Moderns know of the fciences, did
not Printing furnith them with the difcoveries of the Ancients ?

- All the elogiums we can beftow on the invention, and the ho~
nours we pay it, are far deficient of its merit ; and, we believe,

few will deny it when they confider the vaft expences which
our forefathers were at to procure manufcripts, of which we

have given a few inftances,

We have endeavoured to make this book as ufeful as the

* Limits that an O&avo Volume will admit of, by concifely

thewing the Origin, Progrefs, and gradual Improvements of
this Art. In our account of the moft eminent men, we have
added all their privileges, licences, patents, &c. which were
granted to them; together with the name of the place, and
fign at which they dwelt; the encouragements and difcourage-
ments they met with; as alfo the charter of the company of
Stationers, ‘ ‘

THE EDITOR.

% SRR '. AR
' PREF A CE- 2

:

AT e e,



pre o

¢ s e BT s

&

A CONCISE

H I S T 0.—R‘Y'
PRINTING.

oy

g 4

THE ORIGIN.

e S it is propofed to confine this hiftorical account

HEH U of the ArT of PRINTING, 25 now pradifed in
A i EurorEe, to Letters caft in Metal, we fhall
— "’52‘2 wave that of Printing on Pages cut in Blocks
: R of Wood, and what is generally fuppofed to
have been in ufe among the CHiNESE many ages before the
prefent method was introduced into Euwrore. '
The prefent Art is but three hundred and thirty years old 5
and it long remained an undetermined point between the city
of Mentz in Germany, and the city of HaerLEM in
HovrrLanp, concerning the place where, and the perfon by

whom, this divine art was firft invented and pradtifed ; but, at
' this

0
/
7

4

Boes” ' A A A

AL

¢




. BAN oo AN N ARG,
ﬁ 2z THE HISTORY OF PRINTING.,

this time the majority of voices have determined the difpute in
favour of MENTz ; <however, we fhall give both their pleas.
It is faid to be Firft attempted at MENTZ, between the years
1440 and 1450, by Joun FusT or FAUST,'JOHN MEYDEN-
BuCH, and JouN GEnNesT£1scH furnimed GuTTEMBERG.
It was long a controverted queftion, by many learned anti-
quarians, whether GuTTEMBERG or FAusT was the Inventor
of that Art, till happily the original inftrument was found ;
whereby it appears, that the latter only affociated the others
with him for the fuke of their purfes, he not being able to
proceed without, on account of the great expences attending
the cutting of the blocks of wood ; which, after they were
once printed from, became entirely ufelefs for any other wqfk.
This inftrument, which is dated Nov. 6, 1455, is decifive
favour of GurTEMBERG ; but the honour of fingle types,
made of metal, is afcribed to FausT, wherein he received
great affiftance from his fervant and fon-in-law PeTER ScHo-
EFFER, who devifed the puncheons, mat;'ices, and moulds,
for cafting them, on which account he was taken into partner-
thip by his father-in-law, who, in 1455, had a quarrel with,
and feparated from, GurTemMBERG. Thofe who have afferted

AR AN
AL

that Faust was the firft inventor of printing, have given for
a reafon, that they have never feen any book with Gur-
TEMBERG’S name to it ; without confidering, that their firft
effays in printing, both by blocks and moveable types, being -
fold for manufcripts, were anonymous, the invention being by
them intended to be kept fecret ; nor was it divulged till their
difagreement, by which time FausT had made himfelf mafler
of the art, and GUTTEMBERG was not able to proceed in it
alone, owing to his circumftances. ‘ :
The inhabitants of HaerLEeM affert that Lavrensz Jaxsz
KosTEer of that city was the inventor of Printing, about the
year 1430 ¢ but that, in the infancy of the invention, he ufed
wooden blocks, yet after fome time he left off that method

and cut letters on fteel, which he funk in copper matrices,

z : and
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and fitting them into irom moulds, he caft fingle letters of
metal in thofe matrices. They affert alfo, that his companion
and afiiftant, Joun GUTTEMBERG, ftole away his tools while

" he was at church, and with them went to MENTZz, where he

fet up and practifed theart. They fay much of a book intitled
De Spiegel, printed at HaerLEM, in Dutch and Latin, which
is there yet to be feen ; and infift on that book to have been
the firft that ever was printed, but yet, as it has no date, there
are no pofitive proofs to ground their affertion on.

'The learned Dr, Willis, of Oxford, made a ftudious inqui-
fition into the Origin of this invention, and in the following
concife manner delivered his opinion: ¢ About the year 1450
the Art of Printing was invented and pra&iféd in GerMaNY,

but whether firft at MENTZ or HAERLEM is not determined ; for ~

it appears upon an impartial inquiry, that thofe who had it in
confideration before it was brought to perfection, difagreeing
among themfelves, feparated company, and fome of them at
Haerrewm, and others at MENTZ, purfued the prattife of their
forrer employ, at one and the fame time.”

There is at MenTz, on the front of the houfe wherein
GurreMBERG lived, the following infcription, which was
put up in the year 1507.

JOANNI GUTTEMBERGENSI
MOGUNTINO,
QUI PRIMUS OMNIUM LITERAS ZRE
 IMPRIMENDAS INVENIT,
HAC ARTE DE ORBE TOTO BENE MERENTI;
'YVO VINTIGENSIS
HOC SAXUM PRO MONUMENTO POSUIT.

Jo.Crgrist. SE12’s blind partiality to HoLLaNp has led
him into fo many miftakes in his Hiftorical Narrative of the
Invention of Printing, which is little more than a revival of
the old legend of Aprian Junius, and fo ftuffed with for-
geries and calumnies, tending to deprive both GurTEMBERG
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and FausT of the honour of being the firft inventors of the Art
of Pnntmg, the zra of which he carries as far back as the
year 1428, attributing it, without the leaﬁ foundauon, to one
LAurRENSz JANszZ, farnamed KosTER of Hazrremy thatit
may with fafety be rejeted.

The firft pnnted book upon record is The Book of Pfalms,‘
bv Jorm FausT, of MenTZ, and Pg'n:a Scaoursn, in
1457, on the 14th of Auguft. However, after this firft effay,
they are fuppofed to have printed Durand’s Rationale Divino-
rum, in 1459, and the Latin vocabulary, intitjed Catholicon,
in 1460 : but what ﬁgﬁalizcgi FausT; and his art moft, was the
firft printed Bible, which he began in 1450, and fmithed in
1460; when FausT, carrying a parcel of printed copies of it
to Paris, and oﬁ'cri'nvor them to fule :is Manufcripts, had the
mlsfortune to be lmpnfoned, uynder (ufplcmn of dealing with
thc Dev1l becaufe the French could not otherwife conceive
how fo ‘many books fhould fo exaltly agree in every letter and
point; nor could he obtuin his liberty tiil he had difcovered

+ the method by which they were done. In 1466 he printed a

quarto edition of Tully’s Offices, and the year following ano-
ther edition of the fame book, as may be feen in the cata-
logues of the fcarce and curious books baonamg to the Libra-
ries of both our Univerfities.

From HAERLgM it paffed to Roxe, in 1467 ; and in 1468
it was carried to Venice and Pars.  Hitherto the proficient
in this new art had proceeded no further than in the common
alphabet, fuited to the vulgar and Latin tongues. The Gothic
aiphabet, as it moft refembled the Manufcri§.> of thofe times,
was the firft attempt; then fome of - the Italian princes intro-
duced the Roman alphabet ; and, in a fhort time, brought it to

that perfection, that, in the beginning of the year 1474, they -

caft a letter not much inferior to the beft types of the prefent
age; as may be feen in 3 Latin grammar, written by Omnibonus
Leonicenus, and printed at Padua, on the 14rh of January,

1474 ; from whom our grammarian Lilly has mLen the entire

fcheme of his grammar, and tranfcribed the gieateft part there-
of,
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of, without paying any regitd to the memory of ‘this anthot.
At laft, the Italic alphabet came much in vogue : but there
were no Gréek types till about the year 1476, when the Italian
printers caft them upon the fame princip’leé as they had done
the other alphabets : yet we are not able to afcertain, whether
this was firft ihtroduced by the Venetians, Milanefe, or Flo-
retftines, each of them claiming the repuytation of thatimprove-
ment: tho’ it is univerfally allowed that two Jewith Rabbins,

Jofhua ahd Mofes, were the firft who publithed the Hebrew

chara@er in feparate types at Saccino; a little city int the duchy
of Milan, in the year 1480.

About the end of the 16th century, the Vatican and Paris
printers introduced the Syriac, Arabian, Perfian, Armenian,
Coptic or Egypuan charafters; which, with feveral other Chi-

nefe and Indian types, have been improved and publithed by
the printers in Londod.

This ait has alfo pafled from Burope to Goz, and the.

Philippine iflands in Afia; to Lima, Mexico, Bofton, New
York, &c. in-America, and to Morocco in Africa. Befides,
amongft other curiofities, and pieces of antiquity, a reverend
Clergyman has convinced us of the vulgar error, which reports,
that Printing is rigoroufly prohibited throughout the T'urkith
empire, by fhewing the ¢ Capitulations and Articles of Peace
between the King of Great Britain and the Sultan of the

Ottoman empire, printed at Conftantinople, by Abraham

Gabai Chafnahat, Anno 1663.”
Thus we have briefly thewn where, and by whom, the Art of

‘Printing with feparate types was invented; and, alfo, how it

was at firft difperfed : we fhall therefote proceed to the account
of the Praftice of this Art in England.

In what uncertainty the hiftory of the firft ufe of Printing
in England is, may be feen by the following imperfe& detail.

Some of our Almanac makers tell us that Printing was firft ufed”

in England, A.D. 14435 about feven years before it was
pratifed, cr, about three years after it was firft thought of :

. - others
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others fay, not till after 1459. The workmen of the Printing--
prefs, at the Theatre in Oxford, in a paper printed by them
Auguft 23, A.D. 1729, affirm, that the noble Art and Myftery
of Printing was fitft invented in the year 1430, and brought
into England in the year 1447; a miftake, perhaps, for 1474.
The learned Mr. Collier affures us, that the Myftery of Print-
‘ing appeared ten years fooner at the Univerfity of Oxford, than
at any other place in Europe, Haerlem and Mentz excepted ;
which fixes the introduction of it there fo early as 1457 : fince
it is certain, that it appeared at Rome, and elfewhere in Europe,
in 1467; though by the date, putin the margin, he feems
willing to have had it thought, that it did not appear at Oxford
before 1464. 'The diligent colle@tor of the Annals of Printing,
fuppofes this Art firft brought into England in 1460; and Mr.
Bailey implicitly follows Atkyns’s romance of the introdution
of it in King Henry VIth’s reign, or before 1460. But the
generality of our Englifh chroniclers, who meution it, tell us,
that Printing was firft pradtifed by Mr. Caxton, in 1471, at
Weftminfter, under the patronage of the Abbot.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ART

INTO

ENGTLA N D

53 HE late learned and ingenious Dr. CoNvERs

:{ MippLETON, Principal Librarian of Cambridge,
pnnted in 1735, acurious Differtation concern-
ing the Origin of Printing in England, from
whence we have extra&ted the following account.

It was a conftant opinion delivered down by our Hilftorians,
That the Art of Printing was introduced and firft pradtifed in
England by Wirriam Caxron, a Mercer and Citizen of
London; who, by his travels abroad, and a refidence of many
years in Holland, Flanders, and Germany, in the affairs of
trade, had an opportunity of informing himfelf of the whole
method and procefs of the art; and by the encouragement of

 the great, and particularly of the abbot of Weftminfter, firft

fet up a prefs in that Abby, and began to print books foon
after the year 1471.

- 'This was the tradition of our writers; till abook, which had
ﬁ:arce been obferved before the Reftoration, was then taken
notice of by the curious, with a date of its impreflion from
Oxford, anno 1468, and was confidered immediately as a clear

" proof and monument of the exercife of printing in that Univer-

fity, feveral years before CaxTon began to pradtife it.
This
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This book, which is in the Public Library at Cambridge; is
a fmall volume of forty-one leaves in qgafto, with this title :
“ Epcficio San&i Jeronimi in Simbolum Apoftolorum ad
¢ Papam Laurentium:” and at the end, ¢ Explicit expoficio,
¢ &c, Imprefla Oxonie, & finita An. Dom. M.€CCC,LXVIII.
¢ xvir die Decembris.”

The appearance of this book has robbed CaxTox of 2 glory
that he had long poffeffed, of being the Introducer of Printing to
this kingdom ; and Oxford ever fince carried the honour of the
firft prefs.. The only difficulty was, to account fof the filehce
of hiftory in an event fo memorable, and the want of any
memorial in the Unive}ﬁty itfelf, concerning the eftablifhment
of a new art amongft them, of fuch ufe and benefit to learning.

But this likewife has been cleared up, by the difcoveryofa

record, .which had lain obfcure and unknown at Lambeth-
Houfe, in the regifter of the fee of Canterbury, and gl'ves a
narrative of the whole tranfaction; drawn up at the very time.

“An account of this record was firft publifhed in a thin Quarto
volume, in Englifh; with this title, ¢ The Original 4nd Growth
« of Printing, colleéted out of Hiftory and the Records of this
¢¢ kingdom : wherein is alfo demonftrated, that Printing apper-
‘¢ taineth to the Prerogative Royal, and is a Flower of the
¢ Crown of England, By Richard Atkyns, Efq; London,
{3 1664 b2 ’

It fets forth in fhort; thatas foon as the Artof Pnntmg made
fome noife in Europe, Thomas Bourchier, Archbifhop of
Canterbiry, moved King Henry VI. to ufe all poffible means
to procure it to be brought into England: the King approvmg
the propofal, difpatched one Mr. Robert Turnour, an officer
of the robes, into Flanders, furnithed with money for the pur-
pofe; who took to his affiftance WirrL1am Caxron, a man
of Abilities, and Knowledge of the Country; and thefe two
found means to bribe and entice overinto England one Frederick
Corfellis, -an Under-workman in the Printing-Houfe at Harlem;
where John Guttemberg had lately invented the Art, and was

then perfonally at work: which Corfellis was immediately font .

down to Oxford under a guard, to prevent his efcape, and to
oblige
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oblige him to the performance of his contra&t; where he pro-’

¢§ duced the book before mentioned, but without any name of
the printer. ‘Thofe who have not the opportunity of confulting

. Atkyns’s book, which is not common, may find the ftory mpre
at large in Mr. Mattaire’s Annals, or Palmer’s Hiftory of
Printing, &c,

From the autherity of this record fome later writers declare
Corfellis to be the firft printer in England, viz., Mr. Wood,
the learned Mr. Mattaire, Palmer, and one Bagford, an
induftrious man, who publithed Propofals for an Hiftory of
Printing. But it is ftrange that a picce fo fabulous, and
carrying fuch evident marks of forgery, could impefe upon men
fo knowing and inquifitive.

For firft; The fa& is laid quite wrong as to time; near the
end of Henry the VIth’s reign, in the very heat of the civil
wars; when it is not credible that a prince, ftruggling for

é life as well as his crown, fhould have leifure or difpofition to
4 attend to a project that could hardly be thought of, much lefs

~executed, in times of fuch calamity. The Printer, it is faid,
was gracioufly received by the King, made one of his fworn
fervants, and fent down to Oxford with a guard, &c. all
which muft have paffed before the year 1459: for Edward IV.
was proclaimed in London, in the end of it, according to our
computation, on the 4th of March, and crowned about the
‘Midfummer following; and yet we have no fruit of all this
labour and expence till near ten years after, when the lictle
book, before defcribed, is fuppcfed to have been publithed
from that prefs.

Secondly; The filence of CaxToN, concerning a fa&t ia
which he is faid to be a principal altor, is a fuficient con-
futation of it: for it was a conftant cuftom with him, in the
prefaces or conclufions of his works, to give an hiftorical
account of all his labours and tranfactions, as far as they con-
cemed the publifhing and printing of books. And, what is
ftill fronger, in the Continuation of the Polychronicon, com-
plled by himfelf, and carried down to the end of Henry the

VIh’s
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1o THE HISTORY OF PRINTING.
VIth’s reign, he makes no mention of the expedition in queft
of a printer; which he could not have qmitted had it been
true: whilft in the fame book he takes notice of the Invention
and Beginning of Printing in the City of Mentz.

There is a farther circumftance in Caxron’s Hiftory, that
feems inconfiftent with the record; for we find him ftill beyond
fea, about twelve years after the fuppofed tranfaction, learning
with great charge and trouble the Art of Printing; which he
might have done with eafe at home, if he had got Corfellis into
his hands, as, the recorder imports, fo many years before: but
he probably learnt it at Cologne, where he refided in 1471,
and whepce books had been firft printed with a date the year
before.

To the filence of CaxTon, we may add that of the Dutch
writers: for it is very ftrange, as Mr. Chevillier obferves, if
the ftory of the record be true, That Adrian Junius, who has
collected all the groundlefs ones that favour thc pretenﬁons of
Haerlem, fhould never have heard of it.

But thirdly; The moft diret and internal proof of its forgery,
is its afcribing the Origin of Printing to Haerlem; wliere John
Guttemberg the Inventor, is faid to have been perfonally at
work, when Corfellis was brought away, and the Art itfelf to
have been firft, carried to Mentz by a Brother of one of
Guttcmbel'g s workmen: for it is certain, beyond all doubt,
that Printing was firft invented and prupagated from Mentz.
CaxTon’s teftimony feems alone to be decifive; who, in the
Continuation of the Polychronicon, fays, ¢ About this time
(viz. anno 1455,) the crafte of emprynting was firft found in
Mogeunce in Almayne, &c.” ‘He was abroad in the very -
country and at the time, when the firft proje& and thought of
it began, and the rudeft effays of it were attempted; where he
continued for thirty years, viz. from 1441 to 1471 : and, as he
was particularly curious and inquifitive after this new art, of
wh'ch he was endeavouring to get a perfe&t information, he
could not be ignorant of the place where it was firft exercifed

This
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This canfutes what Palmer conje@ures, to confirm the credit of
the record; That the Compiler might take up with the com-
mon report, that pafled current at the time in Holland, in
favour of Harlem; or probably receive it from CaxTon him-
flf: Yor it does ot appear that there was any fuch report at
the time, mor many years after; and Caxton, we fee, was
better informed from his own knowledge: and, had Palmer
been equally curious, he could rot have been ignorant of this
teftimony of his in the very cafe.

. Befides the evidence of CaxTon, we have another contems
porary authority, from the Black Book, or Regxﬁer of the Gar-
ter pubhﬂned by Mr. Anftis, where, in the thirty-fifth year of
Henry VI. anno 1457, it is faid, In this year of our moft
Pious King, the Art of Printing Books firft began at Mentz,
a famous City of Germany. .

Fabian alfo, the writer of the chronicle, an author of good
credif, who lived at ‘the fame time with CaxTon; tho’ fome
years younger, fays, This yere (viz. 35th of Henry VL) after
the opynyon of dyverfe wryters, began in a Citie of Almaine,
namyd Mogunce, the Crafte of empryntynge Bokys, which fen
that tyme hath had wonderful encreafe. Thefe three teftimonies
have not been produced before, that we know of; two of them
were communicated by Mr. Baker, who of all men was the moft
able, as well as the moft wiliing, to give information in every
point of curioas and dincommon hiftory.

We need not purfue this queftion any farther; the teftimonies
commonly alledged in it, may be feen in Mr. Mattaire, Palmer,
&c. andThall only obferve, that we have full and authentic
‘evidence for the caufe of Mentz, in an edition of Livy from
that place, 1518, by John Schoeffer, the fon of Peter, the
partner and fon-in-law of John Fauft: where the patent of
privilege granted by the Emperor to the Printer, the prefatory
epiftle of Erafmus, the epifle dedicatory to the Prince by
Ulrich Hutten, the epiitle to the reader of the two learned men
who had the care of the edition; -all concur in afferting the
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Origin of the Art to that City, and the Invention and firft
Exercife of it to Fauft: and Erafmus particulatly, who was a
Dirtchman, would not have decided againft his own country,
had there been aity ground for the claimi of Harlem,

But to return to the Lambeth Record: as it was never heard
of before the publication of Atkins’s book; fo it has never fince
been feen of produced by any man; though thé regifters of Can-
terbury have on many occafions been diligently and particularly
fearched for it. They were examined without doubt very

carefully by Archbifhop Parker, for the compiling his Antiqui-_

ties of 'the Britith Church; where, in the life of Thomas
Bourchier, though he congtatulates that age on the fioble 4nd
ufeful Invention of Printing, yet is filent as to the Intfoduction
of it into England by the Endeavours of that Archbifhop; nay,
his giving the honour of the invention to Stratfburg, clearly
fhews; that he knew nothing of the ftory of Corfellis conveyed
from Harletn, and that the record was rot in bemg in his time.
Palmer himfelf owns, That it is not to be found there now; for
thai the late Earl of Pembroke affured him, that he liad employed
a perfon for fome time to fearch for it, but in vain, ’

On thefe grounds we may pronounce the record to be a
forgery ; yet ‘all the writers above-mentioned take pains to
fupport its credit, and call it an Authentic Piece.

Atkins, who by his mannef of writing feems to have been 2

- bold and vdin man, might pofflibly be the inventor; for he had

ar intereft in impofing it upon the World, in order'to confirm
the argument of his book; that Printifig was of the Prerogative

va al; in oppofition to the company of ftationérs, with whom

he was engaged in an expenfive fuit of law; in defence of the
King’s patents, under which he claiméd fome exclufive powers
of printing.  For he tells us, that uport confidering the thing,

he could not bitt think that a Publick Péffon, more eminent

than a Mercer, and a Public Purfe muft needs be concerned in

{o Publick a Good; and the more he confidered, the more

’
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THE HISTORY OF PRINTING. 13

inquifitive he was to find out the Truth. So thathe had formed
his hypothefis before he had found his Record ; which he pnb‘

" lilhed, he fays, as a friend to truth; not to fuffer one man to
be intituled to the worthy Atchxevemcntg of another; and as a
friend to himfelf, not to lofe one of his beft Arguments of
intituling the King to this Art. But, if Azkins was not him;
felf the contriver, he was impofed upon at leaft by fome more
crafty; who imagined that his intereft in the caufe, and the
warmth that he fhewed in profecuting it, would induce him to
{wallow for genuine, whatever was offercd of the kind.

We have now cleared our hands of the record; but the book
ftands firm, as a monyment of the exercife of printing in
Oxford fix years older than any book of Caxton with date,
The falt is ﬁrong, and what ip ordinary cafes paffes for certain
evidence of the age of books; ; but in this, there are fuch con-
trary falts to balange it, and fuch circymftances to turn the
feale, that to {peak freely, makes the date in queftion’ to have
been falfified originally by the printer, either by defign or
mxﬁake, and an x to have heen dropt omitted in the age of
its 1mpreﬂion. »

Examples of the kind are common in the courfe of Printing.
It has been obferved that feveral dates have been altered very
artfully after pubhcanon, to glve them the credit of greater
antiquity. 'They have at Harlem, in large quarto, a tranflation
into Dutch of Bartholoma.us de pnopnetatlbus rerum, printed
anno M.CCCL.XXXV, by Jacob Bellart: this they fhew.to con-
firm their claim to the earlicft printing, and deceive the un-
fkiliful, But Mr, Bagford, who had feen another copy with a
true date, 'difcoyércd the cheat; by which the # had been
erafed fo cunningly, that it was not eafy to perceive it. But
befides the frauds of an after-contrivance, there are many falfe
dates originally given by the printers ; partly by defign, to
raife the value of their works, but chiefly by negligence and
blunder, There is a bible at Aufburgh, of ann. 1449, where

the two laft figures are tranfpofed, and {hould ftand thus, 1494 :

Cheviller 3§
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Cheviller mentions three more, one at Paris of ann, 1443 5
another at Lyons, 1446 ; a third at Bafil, 1450; though printing
was not ufed in any of thefe places till many years after.
Orlandi defcribes three books with the like miftake from Mentz:

and Jo. Koethoff, who firft printed about the year 1470, at

Cologn, has dated one of his books anno m.cccc. witha ¢
omitted ; and another, anno 1458; which Palmer 1mputes to
defign rather than miftake. - i

But what is moft to our point, isa book from the famous
printer, Nicolas Jeofon; of which Mr. Mattaire gave the firft
notice, called Decor Puellamm printed anno M.ccgc.LXI.
All the other works of Jenfon were publifhed from Venice, be-
tween ann. 1470 and 1480; which juftly raifed-a fubfcription,
that an x had been dropt from the date of this, which ought
to be advanced ten years forward; fince it was not credible,
that {o great a mafter of the art, who at once invented and
perfected it, could lie fo many years idle and unemployed. The
fufpicion appeared to be well grounded from an edition of
Tully’s Epiftles at Venice, the firft work of another famed prin-’
ter, John de Spira, anno 1469; who, in the four following
verfes, at the end of the book claims the honour of bemg the
firft who had pnnted in that city.

Primus in Adriaca _formis imprefit acnis -
Urle libros 8pird genitus de flirpe Fohannes.

In reliquis fit guanta, wides, fpes, Lector, habenda,
Quum labor bic primus calami fuperaverit Artewms

, Itis the more current opinion, confirmed by the teftimony«
of contemporary writers,  that Jenfon was the Firft Printer at
Venice: but thefe verfes of John de Spira, publithed at the

‘time, aswell as the placg, in which they both lived, and in the

face of his rival Jenfon, without any contradi®tion from him,

feem to have  weight too great to be over-ruled by an foreign

evidence whatfoever.
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Thefe inftances, with. many more that might be colletted, {
fhew the poffibility of my conjecture; and, for the probability
of it, the book itfelf affords fufficient proof: for, not to infift !

on what is lefs material, the neatnefs of the letter, and regu-
larity of the page, &c. above thofe of CaxToN; it has one
mark, that feems to carry the matter beyond probable, and to
make it even certain, viz. the ufe of fignatures, or letters of the
alphabet placed at the bottom of the page, to fhew the fequel
of the fheets and leaves of each book : an improvement con-
trived for the direQtion of the book-binders § which yet was not
practifed or invented at the time when this book is fuppofed to
be printed : for we find no fignatures in the books of Fauft or
Scheffer at Mentz, nor in the more improved and beautiful im-
preflions of John de Spira, and Jenfon, at Venice ; till feveral
years later. There is a book in the Public Library at Cam-
bridge that feems to fix the very time of their invention, at
leaft in Venice; the place where the art itfelf received the
greateft improvements : Baldi le®ura fuper Codic. &c. printed
- by Jo. de Colonia and Jo. Manthen de Gherretzem, anno
m.cccc.Lxxirir. Itisa large and fair volume in folio, with-
out fignatures, till about th/e middle of the book, in which
they are firft introduced, and fo continued forward : which
makes it prabable, that the firft thought of them was fuggefted
during the time of the impreflion. They were ufed at Cologn,
anno 1475 ; at Paris, 1476; by Caxton,.not before 1480;
but if the di{covery had been brought into England, and prac-
tifed at Oxford twelve years before, it is not probable that he
would have printed fo long at Weftminiter without them.

Mr. Palmer indeed fays, that Anthony Zarot was efteemed
the Inventor of Signatures; and, that they are found in a
Terence printed by him, at Milan, in 1470, in which year
he firft printed. ~Allowing them to be in the Terence, and

" Zarot the inventor, it confytes the date of our Oxford book,
as effeQually. as if they were of later origin at Venice; as
there is reafon to imagine from the teitimony of all old books.
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What further confirms the opinion is, that from the time of
the pretended date of this book, anno 1468, we have no other
fruit or prodution from the prefs at Oxford for eleven years.
next following; and it cannot be imagined that a prefa, §
eftablithed with fo much pains and expence, could be fuf-
fered to lic fo long idle and ufelefs: whereas, if a conje&ure

_ be admitted, all the difficulties that feem infuperable and in-
confiftent with the fuppofed zra of Printing there, will vanith.
at once. For allawing the book to have been printed ten years
later, anno 1478 ; then the ufe of fignatures can be na ob-
jetion ; a foreign printer might introduce them ; Caxron
follow his example ; and the courfe of Printing and fequel of
books yth(hed from Oxford will proceed regularly.

Expoficio San&ti Jeronimi in Simbolum Apoffolorum, Oxon. 1478
Leonards Aretini in Arift. Ethic. Comment, —— — ib. 1479
Agidius de Roma, &c. de peccato originali. — ib. 1479 k
Guido de Columna de Hifloria Trojana, per 7. R. ib. 1480 §

Alexandri ab Hales, E5c. expofitia fuper 3 Lib. de Anima
3 per me Theods Rood, ib. 1481
Franc. Aretini Oratoris Pbalaridis Epift. eGraca in Latin.
Verffo. Hoe opufeulum in fima Univerfitate Oxonice,
a natali Chriftiano ducentefimea € nonagefima fiptima
Olympiade feliciter impreffum ¢ff, Thatis, ann, 1435
Hoc Theodoricus Rood quem Collonia mifit
Sanguine Germanus nobile proffit opus. , 3
Arque fibi focius Thomas fuit Anglicus Huntq

Dii dent ut Penetos exuperare queant, 3
Quam Fenfon Penetos docuit Vir Gallicus artem, ' :
Ingenio didicit terra Britannia fuo . {

Celatos Peneti nobis tranfmittere libros
Cedite, nos aliis vendimus, O Feneti -
Que fuerat wobis ars primum nota Latini.
Ef? cadem nobis ipfa reperta premens.
Quamvis [ejunclos toto canit orbe Britannos ;
3

Virgilius placet bis lingua Latina tamen, S
z , Thefe ¥
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Thefe are all the books printed at Oxford, before 1500,
that have hitherto made their appearance, and we have any
certain notice of. We have inferted the colophon and verfes
of the laft, becaufe they have fomething curious and hiftori-
cal in them. We know of but another inftance of the date of
a book computed by Olympiads; Aufonii Epigrammaton libri,
&c. printed at Venice, 1472, with this defignation of the
year at the end; A Nativitate Chrifti ducentefim= nonage-
fithee quintz Olympiadis anno 2; where the printer, as in
the prefeat cafe, follows the common miftake, both of the
ancients and moderns, of taking the Olympiad for a term of
five years complete ; whereas it really included but four, ‘and
was celebrated the fifth; as the Luftrum likewifc of the
Romans. In our Oxford book the year of the Olympiad is
not diftinguithed, as in that of Venice, fo that it might pof-
fibly be printed fomewhat earlier, and nearer to the reft, in
order of time: but as the 7th verfe feems to eefer to the
Statute of the 1ft of Richard III. prohibiting the Italians from
importing and felling their wares in England by retail, &c.
excepting books, written or printéd ; [This aét fays, ¢¢ Pro-
vided always, that this a&, or any parcel thereof, or any
other a& made, or to be made in this faid parliament, fhall
not extend, or be in prejudice, difturbance, damage, or impe-

diment, to any artificer; or merchant ftranger. of what nation

or country he be, or fhall be of, for bringing into this realm,
or felling by retail, or otherwife, any books written or printed,
or for inhabiting within this faid realm for the fame intent, or
any fcrivener, illuminor, reader, or printer of fuch books,
which he hath, or fhall have to fel by way of merchandize,
or for their dwelling within this faid realm, for the exercife of

~ the faid occupations ; this a&; or any part thereof notwith-

ftanding,”] which aét paffed 1483 ; fo that this book of Rood’s
could not be printed before that year. ' The third verfe refcues
from oblivion the namé of an Englith Printer, TroMAs
HunTr, not mentioned before by any of our Englifh writers,

nor
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18 THE HISTORY OF PRINTING.

nor difcovered in any other book. But what is the nioft re-
markable, and worthy the greateft firefs, is, that in the fixth
verfe, the Art and Ufe of Printing is affirmeéd to have been
firft fet on foot and practifed in this ifland by our own Coun-
trymen ; which muft confequently have a feference to Cax-
Ton, who has no rival of this country to difpute the honour
with him. And f{o we are furnithed at laft from Oxford itfelf,
with a teftimony that overthrows the date of their own book.
Theod. Rood, we fee, came from Cologne, wheve CAXTON

had refided many years, and- inftrufted hgmfelf in the Art of

Printing, 14713 and being {o well aéquainted with the place;
and particularly the Printers of it, might probably be the in-
firument of bringing over this or any other printer, a year or
two before (if there really was any fuch) to be employed at
Oxford 5 and the obfcure tradition of this fa& gave rife to the
fiction of the record. But however this be, it feems pretty
clear, that CaxrTon’s being fo well known at Cologne,. and
and his fetting up a prefs at home immediately after his return
from that place, which could hardly be a fecret to Rood, muft
be the ground of the compliment paid to our country, and the
very thing referred to in the verfes.

There is another book, in the Public Library at Cambridge,
without the name of Printer or Place; which, from the com-
parifon of its types with thofe of Rood, is judged to be of his
printing, and added to the catalogue of his works : but the
identity of the letter in different books ; though a probable
argument, isnot a certain one for the identity of the prefs.

. Befides this carly Printing at Oxford, there are feveral
proofs of the ufe of it likewife, about the fame time, in the
city of London, much earlier than fome writers have imagined,
with the names of the firft Printers there, who are not taken
notice of by them; viz. John Lettcu and Will. de Machlinia.
Their produétions were on a rude and coarfe Gothic chara&er,
more rude than Caxron: and, from both thefe Printers in

partrerfhip, may be feen the firlt edition of the famous Little-
: ton’s 5
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% ton's Tenures; printed at London, in a fmall folio, wjthout

§ date; which his great commentator, the Lord Chief Jultice

. Cole, had not {éen of heard of : for in the preface to his In-
ftitutes, he fays, That this work was not publithed in print
either by Judge Littleton himfelf, or Richard his fon; and

1 that the firft edition, that he had feen, was printed at Roan in
Normandy ad inftinciam Richardi Pynfon, printer to King
Henry VIII. They have this edition alfo in the Library at
Cambridge, but it is undoubtedly later by thirty or forty
years than the other we are {peaking of ; which, as far as we
may colle& from the time noted abeve, in which Joh. Lettou
printed, was probably publithed, orat leaft put to the prefs by
the author himfelf, who died ann. 1481,

We fhall new return to Caxton, and ftate as briefly as we
can, the pofitive evidence that remains of his being the Firft
Printer of this kingdom: for what has already been alledged,
is chiefly negauve or circumftantial.” And here, as before ;$
hinted, all our writers before the Reftoration, who mention the
introdu&tion of the Art amongft us, give him the credit of it, g.
without any contradition or variation. Stowe, in his Survey of z
of London, fpeaking of the 37th year of Henry VI. or ann.
1458, fays, the noble fcience of printing was aboat this time
found at Magunce by Joh. Guttemberg a Knight; and
WiLtiam Caxton, of London, Mercer, brought it into
England, about the year 1471, and praiifed the fame in the
Abby of Weftminfter. Truffel gives the fame account,in the
Hiftory of Heary VI. and Sir Richard Baker in his Chrenicle :
and Mr. Howell, in his LbndinoPolis, defcribes the place where
the Abbot of Weftminfter fet up the firft prefs for CaxTon’s
ufe, in the Almonry or Ambry. As a confirmation of this

. opinion, Mr. Newcourt in his Reportorium, tom. i. pag. 721, '
has it thus: ¢ St. Ann’s, an old chapel, over againft which
the Lady Margaret, mother to king Henry VIIL. ereted an
alms-houfe for poor women, which is now turned into lodgings
for finging-men of the college. The place, wherein this chapel

- and alms-houfe ftoed, was called the Eleemofinary or Al '
AT s -"AyeL’ » AN
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moary, ‘now corruptly the Ambry, [Aumbry] for that the
alms of the Abby were there diftributed to the poor; in
which the Abbot of Weftminfter ereted the firfk prefs for book-
printing, that ever was in England, about the year of Chrift
" 1471, and where WiLL1am CaxTon, citizen and-mercer of.
London, whe firt brought it into England, pradifed it.”
This -ehapel was in aretired place and free from interruption,
* and from this, or fome other chapel, ’tis fuppoftd the name of
Chapel has been given to all Printing-houfes in England ever
fince. But above all, the famous Joh. Leland, library-keeper
to Henry VIIL. who by way of honour had the title of the An- §
tiquary, and lived near to CaxToN’s own time, exprefsly calls
him, the Firlt Printer of Engla’xd, and fpeaks honourably of his
works: and as he had fpent fome time in Oxford, after having
£irft fudicd and taken a degree at Cambridge, he could hardly
?‘ be ignorant of the Origin and Hiftory of Printing in that Uni- 3
€ verfity. We cannot forbear adding, for the fake of anamefo
*z celebrated, the more modern teftimony of Mr. chry Wharton, 5
& who affirms CaxToN to have been the firft that imported the
Art of Prixiting into this kingdom. On whofe authority, the
no lefs celebrated M. du Pin ftiles him likewife the Firft Printer
of England. ' ‘
To the atteftation of our hiftorians, who are clear in favour
of Caxron, and quite filent concerning an earlier prefs at
Oxford, the works of CaxTon himfelf add great confirmation:
the rudenefs of the letter, irregularity of the page, want of
fignatures, initial letters, &e. in his firft impreflions, give a
prejudice at fight of their being the firft producions of the Art
amongft us. But befides thefe circumftances, notice has been
taken of a paffage in oue of his books, that amountsin a man-
ner to a dire& teftimony of it. Thus end I this book, &c. and
for as moche as in wrytyng of the fame my penne is worn,,
myn hande we.y, and myn cyen dimmed with ovcrmoche
lokyng en the whit paper—and that age crepeth on me dayly
—aad alfo becaufe I have promyfid to dyverce gentilmen and
to
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to my frendes to. adrefle to hem as haftely as I myght this fayd
book, therefore I have pradtyfed, and lerned at my grete charge
and difpenfe to -ordeyne this fayd book in prynte after the

‘maner and forme as ye may here fee, and is not wreton with

penne and ynke as other bokes ben to thende that every man’
may have them attones, for all the books of this ftarye named,
the Recule of the hiftoryes of Troyes, thus emprynted as ye here
fee, were begonne in oun day and alfo finithed in oan day, &c.
Now this is the very ftile and language of the firit printers, as
every body knows, who has been at all converfunt with old
books. *Fauft and Schoeffer, the inventars, fet the example in
their firft works from Mentz; by advertifing the publick at the
end of each, that they were not drawn ar written by a pen, -(as
all books had been before) but made by a new Art and Invention
of Printing, or ftamping them by chara&ers or types of metal
fet in forms. In- imitation of whom, the fucceeding printers,
in moft cities of Europe, where the Ast was new, generally
gave the like advertifement; as we may fee from Venice,
Rome, Naples, Verona, Bafil, Aufburg, Louvain, &c. juft
as our CaxToN, in the inftance above.

In Pliny’s nataral hiftory, printed at Venice, we have xhe

followmgverfes - -

" Quem modo tam rarum cupiens wix lefor baberets
Quiq; etiam fratus pane legendus eram :
Reftituit Fenetis me nuper Spira Fohanncs ;
Exferipfitg 5 libros are notante meos.
Foffia manus quondam, moneo, calamufy; quicfiat:
Namg 5 labor fiudio ceffit & ingenio. M.cccc.LxviaIt.

At the end of Cicero’s Philippic Orations:
Anfer Tarpeii cufles Fovis, unde, quod alis
Confireperes, Gallus decidit ; Ultor adeft
Uvrpricus GaLLus: ne guem pofeantur in ufum,
Edocuit pennis nil opus effe tuis.
Imprimit dle die, quantum non foribitur anno.

Ingenio,. haud noceas, omnia wincit bomo.

In
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In a Spanifh Hiftory of Roericus Santius, printed at Rome:
De mantato R. P. D. Roderici Epifcopi Palentini Auctoris

hujus libri, egoUpALRICUS GALLUS fine calamo aut pennis exnde

librum impreff.
In Eufebius’s Chronicon, prmted in Latm at Milan ¢

" Omnibus ut pateant, tabulis impreffit abenis
Utile Lavania gente Philippus opus.
Haenus hoc toto rarum fuit orbe wolumen,
Quod wix, qui ferret tadia, [iriptor erat.
Nunc ope Lavaniz numerofa volumina noftré
Are perexiguo qualibet urbe legunt.
- As this is a ftrong proof of his being our Firt Printer ; fo
itis a probable one,- that this very book was the firft of his
printing. Caxron had finifhed the tranflation of the two firft

é books at Cologne, in 1471: and having then good lelﬁm,
%

* refolved to tranflate the third at that place: in the end of
which, we have the paffage recited before. Now in his" other
5‘ books tranflated, as this was, from the French, he commonly,
marks the precife time of his entring on the tranflation, of his
finithing it, and of his puting it afterwards into the prefs:
which ufed to follow each other with little or'no intermiffion,
and were generally compleated withiri the compafs of a few
months. So that in the prefent cafe, after he had finifhed the
tranflation, which muft be in, or foon after 1471, it is not
likely that he would delay the imprefiion longer than was
" neceflury for the preparing his materials ; efpecially as he was
engaged by promife to bis friends, who feem to have been
prefling and ip hafte, to deliver copies of it to them as foon as
poﬁ'tblc'
But 25 in the cafe of the Firft Printer, fo in this of his firft
work, we have a teltimony alfo from himfelf in favour of this
, book ; for we have obferved that in the recital of his works, he
mentions it the firft in order, before the book of Cheffe, which
fecms to be a good argument af its being altually the firft.
Whan
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Whan I had—accomplithed dyvers werkys and hyftorys tran-
flated out of Frenfhe into Englyfhe at the requefte of certayn
lordes ladyes and geotylmen, as the recuel of the hyftoryes
of Troye, the boke of Chefle, the hyftorye of Jafon, the

_ hyﬁorye of the mirrour of the world—I have fubmyfed myfelf

to tranflate into Englyfhe the legende of fayntes, called Legenda
aurea in Latyn—and Wylyam Erle of Arondel defyred me—
and promyfed to take a refonyble quantyte of them—fente to
me a worfhipful gentylman—promyfing that my fayd lord fhould
durying my lyf give and graunt to me a yerely fee, that isto
note, a bucke in fommer and a doo in wynter, &c.

All this, added to the common marks of ecarlier antiquity,
which are more obfervable in this, than in any other of his
books, viz. the rudenefs of the letter, the incorre@nefs of the
language, and the greater mixture of French words, than in
his later pieces; makes us conclude it to be his firft work ;
executed when he came frefh from a long refidence in foreign
parts. Nay, there are fome circumftances to make us believe,
that it was aétually printed abroad at Cologne, where he
finithed the tranflation, and where he had been pradtifing and
learning the Art: for after the account given above, of his
having learnt to print, he immediately adds, whiche book I
have prefented to my faid redoubtid lady Margrete, Duchefle
of Burgoyne, &c. and fhe hath well acceptid hit, and largely
rewarded me, &c. which feems to imply his continuance
abroad till after the impreflion as well as the tranilation of
the book. The conje&ure is much ﬁrengthened by another fa&t
attefted of him ; that he did really print at Cologne the firft
edition of Bartholomzus de proprietatibus rerum, in Latin :

- which is affirmed by Wynkyn de Worde, in an Englith edi-

tion of the fame book, in the following lines:

And alfo of your charyte beare in remembrance
The foul of William Caxton firft printer of this boke,
In Laten tongue at Coleyn himfelf to advance,

That every well difpofyd man may thereon loke.
It
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24 THE HISTORY OF PRINTING.

_ Itis certain, that the fune book was printed at Cologne, by
Jo. Kaelholf, and the firft that appears of his printing, 1470;,

.whilt CAxToN was at the place -and bufying himfelf in the

Art : and if we fuppofe him to have been the encourager and,
promoter of the wark, or to have furnithed the expence of it;
he might pofibly on that account be confidered at home. as
the authar of it, -

Tt is now time to draw to-a. conclnﬁon, to avoid heing cen-
faxed. fou fpending too. much pains on an. argument {o inconfi-
derable ; where the only view is to fet right fome peints of
Hiftory, that has been falfely or negligently treated by our
writers, and above all, to do a piece of juftice to the Memory
of our worthy Countryman WirLiam €axton; and net
fafier him to- be- robbed of the glory fo clearly due to-him, of
having Firft Introduced into this Kingdom an Art of great ufe
and benefit to mankind: a kind of merit, thit in the fenfe
of all nations, gives the beft Title to True Praife, and the
beft Claim to be commemorated with Honour to- poferity =
and it ought to be infcribed on his monument, what is de-
clared of ancther printer, Bartholomeus Bottonus of Reggio ;
PRIMUS GO IN PATRIA MODO CHARTAS ZERE SIGNAVI,
ET NOVUS BIBLIOPOLA FUI, &cC. )

He had been bred very reputably in the way of trade, and
ferved an appreaticefhip to one Robert Large, a mercer ; who
after having been Sheriff and Lord Mayer of London, died

- im 1441, and left by will, as may be feen in the Prerogativx;

Office, xxiiii marks to his spprenticc WiLriam Caxvon:
z confiderable legacy in thofe days, and‘an early teftimonial
of his good charaler and integrity. ' )

From the time of his Mafter’s death, he fpent the following
thirty ycars beyond fea, in the bufinefs of merchandize ; where,

_in the year 1464, we find him employed by Edward IV, in a

public and honourable Negotiation, jointly with one Richard
Whnelnl! Efq. to tranfa® and conclude a Trea.ty of Com-

merce
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merce between the King and his brother-in-law the Duke of
Burgundy, to whom Flanders belonged. ‘The commiffion
ftiles them, Ambaffiatores, Procuratores, Nuncios, & Deputos
fpeciales ; and gives to both or either of them full powers
Treat, &c. .

" Whoéver turns over his printed works, muft contra a re-

fpe& for him, and be convinced that he preferved the fame.

charaéler through life of an honeft, modeft man ; gready ia-
duftrious to do good to his country, to the beft of his abifities,
by fpreading among the people fuch books as he thought ufeful
to religion and good manners, which were chiefly tranflared
from the French. The novelty and ufefulnefs of his Art re-
commended him to the fpecial notice and favour of the Great;
under whofe protettion, and at whofe expence, the greatcl
part of his works were publifhed. Some of them are addreffed
to Edwasd IVth ; his brother the Duke of Clarence ; and their
fifter the Duchefs of Burgundy; in whofe fervice and pay he
lived many years, before he began to print ; as he oft acknow-
ledges with great gratitude. He printed likewife for the ulfe,
and by the exprefs order of Henry VIIth; his fon Prince Ar-
thur; and many of the prircipal Nobility and Gentry of that
age: all which confirms the notion of his being the Firft
Printer ; for he would hardly have been fo much carefled and
employed, had there been an earlier and abler artift all the
while at Oxford, who yet had mo employment at all for the
fpace of eleven years.

It has been generally afferted and believed, that all his books
were printed in the Abby of Weflminfter; yet we have no
affurance of it from himfelf, nor any mention of the place
before 1477: fo. that he had been printing feveral years,
without telling us where. There is one miftake however,
worth the correGting, that the Writers have univerfally fallen
into, and taken up from each other; that Joha 1lip was the

- -Abbot who firlt emcouraged the Art, and entertained the a.mﬁ
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26 THE HISTORY OF PRINTING.

in his houfe : whereas you will find upon inquiry, that he was .

not made Abbot till four years after CaxTon’s death ; and that
Thomas Milling was Abbot in 1470, made Bifhop of Hereford
a few years after, and probably held the Abby in Commen-
dam in 1485, in which John Eftney next fucceeded : fo that

Milling, who was reputed a great {cholar, muft have been the .

generous friend and patron of CaxTon, who gave that liberal

.reception to an Art fo beneficial to learning.

This fhews how unfafe it is to truft to common Hxﬁory,

. and how neceflary to recur to original teftimonies, where we

would know the ftate of falls with exa&nefs. Mr. Echard, at

the end of Edward IVth’s reign, among the learned of that

age, mentions WiLLiam CaxToN as a Writer of Englifh

-Hiftory ; but feems to doubt whether he was the fame with the

Printer of that name. Had he ever looked into CAxToN’s
books, the doubt had been cleared ; or had he confulted his
Chronicle of England, which'it is ftrange that an Englith
Hiftorian could neglect, he would have learnt at leatt to fix

. the beginning'of that reign with more exatnefs, as it is re-

marked before, juft two years earlier than he has placed it.

There is no cleat account left of CaxTon’s Age: but he
was certainly very old, and probably above fourfcore, at the
time of his death. In the year 1471 he complained, as may
be feen, of the infirmities of age creeping upon him, and
feebling his body ; yet he lived twenty-three years after, and
purfued his bufinefs with extraordinary diligence, in the Abby
of Weftminfter, till the year 1494, in which he died ; not in
the year following, as moft who write of him, affirm. This
appears from fome verfes at the end of a book, called, Hil-
ton’s Jcale of Perfetion, printed in the fame year.

Infynite laud with thankynges many folde
I yelde to God me focouryng with his grace
‘This boke to finythe whiche that ye beholde
Scale of Perfeccion calde in every place

Whereof
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Whereof th auor Walter Hilton was )
And Wynkyn de Worde this hath fett in print

In William Caxftans hows fo fyll the cafe,

° God reft his foule. In joy ther mot it ftynt.
Inpreflus anno falutis MCCCCLXXXXIIIT.

- Notwithftanding he had printed for the ufe of Edward VI.
§ and Henry VII. there are no grounds for the notion which

Palmer takes up, that the firft Printers, and particularly Cax-
" Ton, were fworn Servants and Printers to the Crown ; for

CaxTon gives not the leaft hint of any fuch charatter or title :

however, it feems to be inftituted not long after his death;
§  for of his two principal workmen, Richard Pynfon, and Wya-
; kin de Worde, the one was made Printer to the King; the
the other tothe King’s Mother, the Lady Margaret. Pynfon
gives himfelf the firft title, in The Imitation of the Life of
z Chrift, printed by him at the command of Lady Margaret,
4 Who had tranflated the fourth book of it from the French,

1504 ; and Wynkin de Worde affumes the fecond, in The
feven Penitential Pfalms, expounded by Bithop Fither, and
printed in the year 1509, .

For a more particular account of CaxTon we muft refer
our Readers to the Rev. Mr. Lewis’s Life of that worthy
man, it being too copious for our infertion.

Asa Cataloguc of " the Books printed by Caxton, and his
fucdeflors, would encroach too much on our room, befides
its not being in our power to give one as complete as we
thould defire, it obliges us to leave that tafk to fome induftrious
collector ; from whofe labours and abilities it may be expetted, .
and to whofe province it more properly belongs, and whofe -
thirft for honour may prompt him to fo arduous an under-
taking, We, therefore, fhall confine this account only to
that which fhall be the firft, or moft remarkable, of their pro-
dutions. :

“The firft book known to be printed in Engh{h and by Cax- -
-rou, is mmuled Rm uyel of the Hifforics of Troy ; which, not- y
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28 THE HISTORY OF PRINTING

mdlﬁa.ndmg it was not pnntcd in England, yet being prmted
by him, and being full of information, we begin with it, which
we hope will be well received. It was printed in 1471,

The Game at Chefs. As this was the firft book printed in
England we fhall infert the dedication ¢ To the right noble,

_ right excellent and vertuous prince George, duc of Clarence,

erle of Warwick and Salisburye, grete chambetlayn of Eng-
lond, and leutenant of Irelond, oldeft brother of kynge Edward,

by the grace of God kynge of Englond and, of Fraunce, your
moft humble fervant, William Caxton, amonge other of -your
fervantes, fends unto yow peas, helthe, joye, and viGorye upon
your enemeys, right high puyffant and redoubted prince. For
as much as ] have underftand and knowe, . that ye are enclined
unto the comyn wele of the kynge, our faid foveryn lord, and
his nobles, lordes and comyn peple of his noble royame of
Englond, and that ye {awe gladly the inhabitant of the fame
informed in good, vertuous, prouffitable and honefte maners,
in whiche your noble perfone, wit guydyng of youre hous, ha-
boundeth, gyuyng lyght and enfample unte all other. There-
fore I have put me in devoyr to tranflate a lityll booke late
comen into myn handes, outof Frenthe into Englithe, in which
1 fynde thautorities, dites of auncient dotours, philofophers,
poetes, and of other wyfe men, which ben recounted and ap-
plyed unto the moralitie of the publique wele, as well of the
nobles as of the comyn peple, after the g.me and playe of the
Cheffe, whiche booke, right puyffand and redoubtid lord, I
have made in the name, and under the fhadew of your noble

" proteétion, not prefumyng to correcte or enpoigne ony thynge

agenft your nobleffe; for, God be thanked, your excellent
renome. fhyneth as well in ftraunge rcg‘ions! as within the

- royame of Englond, glorioufly unto your honoure and laude,

whychg God multeplye and encrefe. But to thentent that other
of what eftate and egrefe they ftand in, may fee in this faid
lityll booke, that they governed themfelf as they ought to doa ;

wherefor for my nvht dere redoubtid lord, T requyr and fupply

"y
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- your good grace not to defdaygne to refeyve this fayd lityll

4

A

booke in gree and thanke, as well of me your humble and
unknowen fervant, as of a better and greater man than I am,
for the right good wylle that I have had to make this lityll
work in the beft-wife I can, ought to be reputed for the fyat
and dede ; and for more clerely to precede in this fayd booke,
I have ordyned that the chapiters been fete in the beginning,
to thende that ye may fee more playnly the matter wherof the
booke treteth,” &c.—The contents begin thus : ¢ This booke
conteyneth iiii traytees, the firft traytee is of the invencion of
this play of the chefle, and conteyneth iii chapiters,” &c.—
and ends thus : ¢ And therfore, my right undoubted lord, I
pray Almighty God to fave the kynge our foverain lord, and
to give hym grace to yfluc as 2 kynge, and tabounde in all
vertues, and t0 be affifted -with all other his lordes, in fuch
wyfe, that his noble royame of Englond may profper, and
habounde in vertues, and that fynne may be efchewid, juftice
kept, the royame defended, good men rewarded, malefa&tors
punyfshid, and the ydle peple to be put to laboure, that he,
wyth the nobles of the royame, may regne glorioufly in con-
queringe his enheritaunce, that verray peas and, charity may
endure in both his royames, and that merchandife may have
his courfe, in fuch wife that every man enchew fynne, and en-
crece in vertuous occupacions, prayinge your good grace to
refleyue this lityll and fymple booke, made under the hope
and fhadowe of your prote&ion, by hym that is your moft
humble fervant, in gree and thanke. And I fhall pray Al-
mighty God for your long lyf and welfare, whiche he preferve,

" and fend yow thacompli{shment of your hye, noble, joyous and

virtuous defires, amen. Fynyfshid the laft day of Marche,
the yer of our Lord God a thofaund foure hondred and
Lxxiziz.”  In the firft edition of this bock there were no cuts,
but in the fecond there are ; and in the fecond and third chap»
ters it is faid, This game was invented by Philometer the

philofopher, for the corre&tion and inftrution of a wicked king. .
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All our Varitei-s on Printing obferve, that Caxton diftin-
ghithedl the books of his printing by the following particular
devicé, ‘confifting of the initial letters of his mame, with 2
cypher between, which they intérpret to fand for 74, and to
refer to the firft year of his Printing i England ; but it was
the opinion of Dr, Middleton; that he began to ufe this cypher
iiear the end of his life, and in his lateft works ; The Boke of
Eneydos, printed in 1489, being the firft it appeared in, and.
it generally appeared in thofe he afteswards pubhfhed ’

Ewmﬁ
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Mr. Caxton’s firft performances are very mdb and bar-
barous. He ufed a lettér refembling the hand-writing thea in
ufe. His d, at theend of a werd, is very fingular. - He ufed
the chara@eriftics which we find in Englith manufcripts before
the Conquett. Inftead of commas and periods, he ufed an
oblique ftroke, thus /, which the Dutch printers do to this
day, in their Gothic impreffions. His letter was peculiar and
eafily known, being a mixuare of Secretary and Gothic. Like
other printers of his time, he never ufed any direction or cateh-
word, but placed the fignatures where that now ftands; and
rarely numbered his leaves, and never his pages. In mot of his
books he only printed, as the cuftom then was, a {mall letter
at the beginning of the chapters, to intimate what the initial
or’capital letter fhould be, and left that to be made by the
illuminator, who wrote it with a pen, with red, blue, or green
ink ; but in fome of his books he ufed two-line letters of a
Gothic kind,  As he printed long before the. prefent method
of adding the Errata at the end of books was ufed, his extra-
ordinary exatnefs oblized him to take-a great-deal more pains
than can eafily be imagined ; for, after a book was printed
off, his method was to revife it, and corre& the faults in it
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with red ink. This being done to one copy, he then employed
a proper perfon to corre® the whole impreflion.

His books are printed on paper made of the pafte of linea
rags, very fine apd good, and not unlike the thin vellum on
which they ufed to write their books at that time. When this

was firlt invented we have not been able to find; but our-

learned Dean Prideaux informs us, that he had feen a regi-
ftration of fome a&s of John Cranden, Prior of Ely, made on
paper, which bears date in the fourteenth year of King Ed-
ward I that is, anno dom. 1320; and, thatin the Bifhop’s
Regiftry at Norwich, there is a regifter book of wills, all made
of paper, wherein regillrations are made, which bear date fo

far back as 1370; juft an hundred years before the time that’

Mr. Ray faid the ufe of it began in Germany. As the inven-
tion of Paper is of fo early adate, and the author of the me-
thod fo uncertain, as well as the time and place when and
where it was firlt pra@tifed, we therefore fhall make an extra

. from a, curious French Treatife on that fubje®, which we

hope will be fav_oiuably received by our readers, as being per-
tinent to our work : the Author fays, ¢ Nature prefents us
with a variety of fubftances on- which we may write, and
which have been ufed as paper at different times and by dif-
ferent people : We fee them have recourfe fucceflively to palm-
tree leaves, to table-books of wax, ivory, and lead ; to linen or
cotton cloths; to the inteftines or fkin of different animals ;
and to the inner bark of plants; but the perfe&tion of the art
confifted in finding materials of fufficient quantity and eafy
preparation: Such is furely the paper now i ufe, of which
we fhall endeavcur to fix its invention. Could a more
common fubftance be conceived than the tattered remnants of
our cleaths, linen worn-out and otherwife incapable of being
epplied ‘to the leaft ufe, of which the quantity every day
increafes ? Could a more fimple labour be imagined than a-few

. hours trityration by the means of mills? We are furprifed in

obferving that the difpatch is fo great, that five workmen, in 2
. mill,
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32 THE HISTORY OF PRINTING

mill, may furnith fufficient paper for the continued labour of
3000 tranfcribers. The paper, which had been for a long
time ufed by the Romans and Greeks, was made of the bark of
an Egyptian aquatic plant. According to the defcription Pliny
after Theophraftus gives us of it, its ftalk is triangular, and of
a thicknefs that may be grafped in the hand ; its root crooked ;
and it terminates by fibrous bunches compofed of long and
weak pedicles. It has been obferved in Egypt by Guilandinus

an author of the 16th century, wha has given us a learned

commentary on the pafizges of Pliny, where mention is made of
it; and it is alfo defcribed in Profper Alpinus and in Lobel.
The Egyptians call it Berd, and they ¢at that part of the plant

which is near the roots. A plant named Papero, much refem- '
-bling the papyrus of Egypt, grows likewife in Sicily ; it is de-

fcribed in Lobel’s Adverfaria : Ray, and feveral others after
him, believed it was the fame fpecies; however, it does not

- feem that the ancients made any ufe of that of Sicily, and M.

de Juffieu thinks they ought not to be confounded, efpecially by
reading, in Strabo, that the papyrus grew only in Egypt or in

the Indies. Pliny, Guilandinus, Montfaucon, and the Count.'

de Caylus, are of this opinion.

The internal parts of the bark of this plant were the only that ‘
, were made into paper ; and the manner of the manufa&ure was

as follows:

" Strips or leaves of every length that could be obtained being
laid upon a table, other ftrips were placed acrofs, and pafted to
them by the means of water and a prefs, fo that this paper was
a texture of feveral firips ; and it even appears that, in the time
of the Emperor Claudius, the Romans made paper of three
lays.

Pliny alfo informs us, that the leaves of the papyrus were let
to dry in the fun, and afterwards diftributed according to their
different qualities fit for different kinds of paper ; fcarce more
than twenty ftrips could be feparated from each ftalk.
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The paper of the Romans never exceeded thirteen fingers-
breadths, and this was their fineft and moft beautiful, as that of
Fannius. In order to be deemed perfed, it was to be thin,
compa&, white, and fmooth; which is much the fame with
what we require in ourrag paper. It was fleeked with a tooth
or thell; and this kept it from foaking the ink, and made it
gliften. .

The Roman paper received an agglutination as well as ours ;.

which was prepared with flour of wheat, diluted with boiling
water, on which were thrown fome drops of vinegar; or with
crumbs of lecavened bread, diluted with boiling water, and
pafled through a bolging-cloth. Being afterwards beaten with a
hammer, it was fized 2 fecond time, put to the prefs, and ex-
tended with the hammer. This account of Pliny is confirmed
by Cafliodorus, who, fpeaking of the leaves of papyrus ufedin
his time, fays, that they were white as fnow, and compofed
of a great number of fnall pieces without any junétion appear-
ing in them, which feems to fuppofe neccffarily the ufe of fize.
The Egyptian papyrus feems even to be known in the time of
Homer; but it was not, according to the teflimony of Varro,
till about the time of the conqueft of Alexander, thatit began
to be. manufatured with the perfe@tions art always adds to
nature;

Paper made in this manner, with the bark of this Egyptian
plant, was that which was chiefly ufed till the tenth century;
when fome invented the making of it with pounded cotton or
reduced into a pulp. This method, 'krown in China feveral
ages before, appeared at laft in the empire of the Eaft, yet
without any certain knowledge of the author, or the time and
‘place of its invention.

In the fixth volume of the Memou's of the Royal Academy of
Infcriptions and Belles-Lettres, there is a Differtation of Father

Montfaucon, which, proves, that cotten paper began to be
~ ufed in the empire of the Eaft about the ninth centary.

There are feveral Greek manufcripts, both in parchment or vel-
. lum
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lus and cotton-paper, that bear the date of the year they were
written in ; but the greateft part are without date. From the
dated manufcripts a furer judgment may be formed by com-
paring the writings of that age with thofe thatare not. The moft  §
ancient manufcript in cotton-paper, with a date, is that in the ']
King’s Library, written in 1050: another in the Emperor’s
Library, that bears alfoits date, is one of the year 1095 5 bat,
as the manufcripts without a date are incomparably more nu-
merous than thofe which are dated, Father Montfaucon, by
comparing the writing, difcovered fome of the tenth century ;
“among others, one in the King’s Library, If the fame fearch,
was made in all the Libraries, both ef thq Eaft and Weft, § 5
others perhaps might be found of the fame time, or more an-
cient. Hence it may be judged, that this bombycine or cotton
paper was invented in the ninth century, or at lateft in the be-
ginning of the tenth. Towards the end of the r1th, and the
beginning of the 12th, its ufe was common throughout the em-
pire of the Eaft, and even in Sicily. Roger, King of Sicily,
fays, in a Diploma written in 1145, and quoted 'by Rocchus
‘Pyrrhus, that he had renewed on parchment a charter that had
been written on cotton-paper, ¢ in charta cuttunea,” in the year
1102, and another dated in the year 1112. About the fame g
time, the Emprefs Irene, confort of Alexis Comnenes, fays,
in her rule drawn up for the Nuns fhe had founded at Con- | i3
ftantinople, that fhe leaves them three copies of the Rule, N
two in parchment, and one on cotton paper. Since this time, <
cotton paper was ftill more in ufe throughout the whole Con- - .
flantinopolitan empire.
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Asto the origin of the paper we now ufe, nothing can,
with certainty, fays Iather Montfaucon, be affirmed con- 'j';
cerning it. Thomas Demfler, in his Gloflary on the Infli- 3
tutes of Juftinian, fays, that it was invented before the time of !
Accurlius, who lived in the beginning of the 13th centuryv. ..)
3 Notwithfianding he there fpeaks of bombycine paper, there |
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. is reafon 1o believe he alfo comprehends under that name the

linen-rag paper, which is pretty like cotton-paper. - In fome

countries both were equally. ufed 3 as in Sicily, the State of -

Viehite, and perhaps others. Several editions of Aldus Manu=

tious, made at Venice, are on cotton paper: the proximity of ’

Greece had, no doubt, introduced-the ufe of it there; Demfter
feems therefore to fpeak of both, But we have a more ancient

and exprefs paffage ¢a lined-rag paper in Petrus Mauritius,

called the Venerable, a cotemporary of St. Bernard, who died

in 1153. '« Tae books we read every day, fays he, in his

Treatife againft the Jews, are made of theep, goat, or calf
&kin; or of Oriental plants, that is, the papyrus of Egypt; or
of rags:”’ ¢ Ex rafuris veterum pannorum.” Thefe laft words’
fignify undouhtedly the paper, fuch asis now ufed : there were

. therefore books of it in the 12th century ; and, as public a&s

and diplomas were written on the Egyptian paper till the 11th,

it is probable that linen-rag paper was invented about the

fame century, and that it occafioned the difufe of the Egyptian -
paper in the Weft, as that of cotton did ih the Eaft. Petrus
Mauritius tells as, that there had been already, ‘in his time,
forme books of the linen-rag paper; but they muft have been
very fcarce: for, notwithftanding the mott diligent fearch of
the learned Antiquary Montfaucon, both in France and Italy,
he could never find a book or leaf of paper, fuch as is now
ufed, before the year 1270 ; fo that there is no hope of finding
an exaét date to this difcovery.

We fhall, in our next divifion, give a lift of the Foreign
Places and Printers; where, and by whom, it was pra&ifed
during the life-time of Caxron, and then proceed with fuch
Englith Printers or Bookfellers, and infert fuch anecdotes
as fhall appear either applicable to them or relative to the Art
of Printing ; and then inform the Reader, at what places in
England, and by whom, it was pralifed, either at, or foon
after, ‘its Introduétion.
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The Editor of, this Work prefumes_to add, That he is not

. fo vain as to xmagme he fha.ll be free frqm Inaccumcxes.

that his Opm;on is always, ngbt. or his Abilities_ equal to

the ufeful tafk he has undertaken; hut hopes he. fhall be.

treated with Candor, Itis a true. and neceflary. obfervation,
made by a lqa_med a,nd excellent. Writer, that « It is of-

i fendmg agaxgﬁ, the Lam of Juftice and. Chanty mdm,

e ve;'y of mxﬁakes of Ant{xon, whsn Opmmlm‘l through in-
« advertency . and  muldplicity of concerns, It.is the hardeft.
<, tafk in nature; nay, it is impofiible to pleafe all, however.
e deﬁrous and agreeable it might be, or let his intentions.

s be ever {o praife-worthy.”.

We fhall beg leave to tranferibe the Words of the learned .
Edicor of the Regifter of the Moft Noble Order of the Gar-

teg, amd very fkilful Antiquary, as ferying to apologize for

this. Work as well as for himfelf; ¢ It is hoped that. thofe.

“ ,Extra&s which the Reader will find here made from. the
«¢ writings of Caxton and. otheys,  will not be difrelifhed - be-

¢ ¢ caufe they are inferted - in, their primitive Spellings and ob-
¢« folete terms, wluch, like the precious Ruft of Medals, are -
i ¢ the Marks both of their Anfiquity.and Genuineft.
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PROGRESS ABROAD.

399,59, 5% AVIN G fhewn the Introdition of the Art
X Mk of Printing irito England, 4nd by whom firt

pradtifed, we thall now, in as fhort a manner -

4 374§ as the nature of the fubjedt will admit,
* m ¥ h give our Readers an accounit it what places
¥R in Irary, Germiny; & it mide its ap-
pearance before 1500; and by whom it Wds firt introduced ;
and, as it is not otir défizfi to fivell the following account, we
thall not give a lift of thelr works. Haviug already ireated of
Mentz and Heakiris; we matl proceed t>

Susraco, a monaftery i the tertitoties of Cdmpania, in
Naples; where it was introdiced in 1463, &s appears by an
addition of La@antius’s Inftitutions, but it is unknown who
was the Printer. In this BooR aré thé firft Greek types.

AusBurc, in Gerhidny; where John Beriber firft fot upa
Printing-prefs in 1466. ’ ’

Rome received the Art in 1466, in the popedom of Paul II.
by Conrad Sweynheift, and Arnoldus Panmrts,

Tours, in France, received it in ) 487, the Printer pot
known, : :
RUETLINGEN, in 1466, had a Printing-houfe fet up l;y
Joht de Averbach, who printed a Latin Bible. ,

Venice had the ar¢ introduced in’ 1469, by John and
Vindeline of Spire, who exceedeéd all othiers at that time in
the neatnefs of their Iestér and c;légaﬁc‘é of their impreffions,

’ ’ ' Parais,
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Paris, in 1469, engaged Martin-Crantz and- Mtchael Fri-
buxgcr or de Colnmbana or Colmar, m Alface, to fet up Preffes
there, bemg the firft in France, except ‘that of Tours. '

CorocgNE, in 1470, received it by Conrard Winters.

"MiLAN, in 1470, by Anthony Zorat, the inventor of
fignatures.

STRASBURGH, in 1473, the bli'tl\1place of GUTTE MBERG,
had it introduced by John Mentel.

Boroéwa, in Italy, had the Art conveyed to it by a native
called Balthezar Azzoguidi, in 1471,

TrEvIso, in 1471, by Gerard de Lifa.

RAaTIsBON, in 1471, butit is not known by whom.

AMBERG, in 1471, the Printer alfo unknown.

ot CorLe, in 1471, likewife unknown, notwnhﬁandmg their

works are extant.

Narires, in 1471, by Sixtus Ruﬁinger.

FrLoreNcE, in 1471, by Bernard Cennini.

FERRARA, in1471; by Andreas Gallus,

NuREMBERGH, in 1742, by Anthony Koburger,

VEroONA, in 1742, by John de Verona, :

ParMma, in 1742, by Stephen Corali.

ManTuUA, in 1742, George and Paul de Burfchbach.

DervENTER, in 1472, Printer unknown.

Pabua, in 1472, by Bartholomew de Val de Zochio.

Lovuvaiw, in 1743, by John de Weftphalia.

ULwm, in 1473, by John Zeiner.

UTrEecHT, in 1473, the Printer’s name onkpown,

Turin, in 1475, by John Fabri and John de Peter.

Ginoa, in 1474, by Matthias Moravus{and Michael Monk.

Brescra, in 1474, by Henry de Calogne and Statius Gal
licus.

- ALOST, in 1474, John de Weftphalia, and Theod. Martin,
Basiy, in 1475, Printer’s pame unknown,
Esvine, in 1475, by Conrard Fyner.
PLACENTIA, in 1475, by John Peter,

PicrErOL,
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PignNEROL, in 1475, by James de Roug'es or Rubeis.
ViNcENZA, in 1475, by Herman Lichtenftein.
Luskc, in 1475, by Lucas Brandis de Schafz.
i\ VaLENTIA, in 1475, but the Printer unknown. .
L RostocH, in 1475, Printer unknown.
BruGEs, in 1475, by Colard Manfion,
DELrH, in 1477, Printer unknown.
SpirE, in 1477, by Peter Drach.
Lyons, in 1477, by Bartholomew Buyer.
. GENEva, in 2478, the Printer not known,
Brussers. in 1478, the Printer alfo unknown,
COSCENZzA, in 1478, by O&avian Salamonio.
i Pavia, in 14.‘78, by Francis de St, Petro,
Govugck, in 1479, by Gerard de Leen.
Swot, in 1479, the Printer unknown.
Cagx, in 1480, alfo the Printer unknown. §

Genzano, in 1480, by a Printer not named.
Q'Ju,siunouv.c,‘ in 1480, without a Printer’s name,
LicniTz, in 1481, unknown.
Rec1o0, in 1481, Profper Odoard.
- MonT -Royal, in 1481, by Dominic de Nivaldis.
WARTSBURG, in 1481, the Printer not known,,
Pisa, in 1482, by Gregory de Gente,
Aquira, in 1482, by Adam de Rotwill.
Ergorp, in 1482, by an unknown Printer.
GauUNT, in 1483, the Printer unknown.
MemininG, in 1482, without the Printer being known,
SoncinNo or Soccino, in 1484, where the firt Hebrew
bogks were printed by Jofhua and Mofes, two Jewith rabbins.
Leipsick, in 1484, by Mark Brandt.
Viexsa in Dauphiny, in 1484, by Peter Schenk.
i UrsBino, in 1484, by an unknown Printer.
: ANTwERP, in 1485, by Gerard Leu, or De Leeu.
HevpeLBERG, in 1485, the Printer unknown.
: Cremona, in 1484, by Bernardina de Mifend.

. ABBEVH,LE,j
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 ABBEV#11LE, in 1386, by joha du Pre and Peter Geratd.

TorEDO, in 1485, by an nhknown Printer.

RiMino, in 1486, by 2 Jew who printed Hebrew only,

MunsTER, in 1486, by John Limburgh,

Maussina, 1486, by William Sconberger.

Mopena, in 1487, by Dominic Recociola.

BoisLxpuc, in 1487, unknown by whom.

TUBINGEN, in 1488, by Frederick Meynbetger.

‘Rovex, in 1488, by John le Bourgois.

GazrTa, in 1488, by Mafter Juftus.

Trovrousk, in 1488, by John James Colomiez.

SiENNA; in 1489, by Sigifmund Rot.

Hacenaw, in 1489, by John de Garlandia.

Lisson, in 1491, a Hebrew book, by David Kimehi.

SEVILLE, in 1491, by Paul de Colonia.

Dork, in 1492, by John Hebertin.

INGoLDsTAD, in 1492, by Peter Appian, who was fo great
an aftvologer that the Emperor Charles V. made him a prefent

of 500 crowns of gold for writing Opus C#faiiii Aftrono- *

micum.
I:UNBNBURGH, in 1493, by John Luce.
MacpEBURGH, in 1493, by an wiknown Printer.
THESSALONICA, ift 1493, a Hebrew book, Printer unknown.
Frisuvrcy, in 1493, by —— Kilian.
ANGLOUSEME, in 1493, by a Printer unknown.
LyRra, iu 1494, a Hebrew work, the Priter unknown.
Maprip,in 1494, by an unkiown Printer.
BARCELONA, in 1404, Printer unknown.
GrENADA, in 1496, by an unknown Printer.

MigAXNDULA, in 1496, whofe Printer alfo is unknown.

PaMPELINA, in 1496, by Willtam de Brocario.

AvieNon, in 1497, by Nicolas Lepe.

Levypen, 1497, the Printer unknown,

Provixs, in the county of Brie, in France, in 1497, by
William Tavernicr.

Bercanmo, in 1498, the Printer unknown,

J
BruBERG, in 1499, by John Pfeil. Having §
“«%M“mm» 900 WWOW%
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Haying given a lif} of the places where,. and by whom firft
~ ipsroduged; in. Burope, we thell now obferve thdt it extended
nfelfww_?:x:;.' nat indeed at the invitation of
the natives, cfpecially 6f America, but by means of the Eu-.

d. particularly of the: Spapifh mifionaries;. wha
carried it to the latter for their. ends, where it has made fome
progrefs.  Printing houfes being fet. up in the cities of Goa,
Rachol, &s, ip the. country of, Salfetta; Manilla, the metro-
p\oli; of .the, Philippine. iflands, &g. from whence there have
been feveral prOGIENGHs that have found their way to Burope. .

We find alfo that feveral Printing-houfes were erc&ed very.

.early in the city.of: Lima, capital of the empire. of Peru,,and

in feveral: cities, of the kingdom of dgp.  We fhall only

add, that fome. Danith mifionarie:, fent to the. coalt of Tar-
quebar, who had good fuccefls there in converting a great,
number of the natives, had fent:to them the whole apparatus
of -2 Prioting-houfe, with proper workmen, and large quanti-
ties of paper, which enabied them to produce a fine quarto

New Teflament, Prayer-books, Catechifms, &c. in Portuguefe

and feveral Eaftern languages and chara&ers, for the promoting..

of -their piops defigps. e

. The Art was not introduced. into Ruﬂia till the year 1 5603{

; when if was made known to them by a Ruffian mezchant, who *

. conveyed thither the materials of 2 Printing-houfe, with which
many neat editions were printcd. But, as they are a very
fuperftitious nation, and apf to raife fcruples without any
foundation, fome of them hired feveral. fellows to defiroy the
materials, apprehending that Printing might make fome con-

¢ fufion or change in their religion ; to repair which injury there.
was not the leaft attempt made¢, nor any enquiry made after

: the perpetrators of the fa&. However, fince that time they

; have admitted it,into Mofcow and Peterfburg, where thcy make

~ but a flow progrefs with their produtions.

Our knowledge is very imperfe&t of - thofe remote parts of

12000PP00R°
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E Africa called Abyflinia, and even thofe which are ncaier, as
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Morocco, Fez, &c. we can only fay, that ’tis certain they
received the art early from their neighbours, the -Spaniards or
Portuguefe, and encouraged it for a confiderable time; yet
whatever be the reafon, fcarce any footfteps of it now remain,
if we believe Mr. S. Olon the French king’s ambaffador to the
king of Morocco; who, affures us, that there is fcarce one
prindng hou’e in it. He adds, thatitis a piece of religion
among them not to fuffer any corn, horfes or books to be ex-
ported ; and that their .fondnefs for books is the greater, by
reafon of th\elr fcarcity, fince there is hardly a prefs in the
whole empire. -

We read of fome attempts made by the miffionaries iri Perfia
to introduce printing there ; which proved ineffectual. I fhall
fay nothing here of the kingdoms of China and Japan, nor of
their manner of printing.

Before we clofe this part of our work we fhall give a fhort
account of what is moft peculiar in the firft produétion of the
Art ; which, though a fubje&t well known by the curious,
it is prefumed may not be unacceptable to feveral perfons, into
whofe hands this work may chance to fall.

With refpe to their forms, they were generally either large
or fmall Folio’s, or at leaft Quarto’s : the lefler fizes were not
in ufe.

AR
A A

The leaves were without running title, dire&ion-word, num-
ber of pages, or divifions into paragraphs.

The chara@er itfelf was a rude old Gothic mixed with Se-
cretary, defigned on purpofe to imitate the hand-writing of
thofe times; the words were printed fo clofe to one another,
that it was difficult and tedious to be read, even by thofe who -
were ufed to Manufcripts, and to this method; and often
lead the inattentive reader into miftakes.

Their orthography was various and often arbitrary, difre-
garding methed,

They had very frequent abbreviations, which in time grew
! fa numerous and difficult to be underftood, that there was a
' (*\\ neceflity -

-————— i o
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neceffity of writing a book to teach the manner of reading
them. o

Their periods were diftinguithed by no other points tha‘n
the double or fingle ane, that is, the Colon and Full- -point ;
but they a little after introduced an oblique Ih'oke, thus, /,
which anfwered the parpofe of’our Comma. )

v They ufed no capital letters to begin a fentence, or for pro-\
éer names of men or places. -
They left blanks for the places of titles, initial letters, and
other ornaments, in order to have them fupplied by the illu-
minators, whofe ingenious arty though in vogue before and
£ . at that time, did not long furvive the mafterly improvements
§ made by the Printers in this branch of their Art. Thofe or-
‘naments were exquifitely fine, and curioufly variegated wi;h _
the moft beautiful olours, and even with gold and filver; the
‘margins likewife were frequently tharged with variety of
? figures of faints, birds, beafts, monfters, flowers, &c. whxch
% had fometimes relation to the contents of the page, though @
often none at all : thefe embellifhments were very coftly ; but
for thofe that could net afford a great price, there were more
inferior ornaments, which could be dane at a much eafier
rate.

‘The name of -the- Prmter, place of his refidence, &&. &c. -
were either wholly negletted, or put at the end of the book,
not without fome pious ejaculation or doxology.

The Date was likewife omitted or involved in fome crampt
circumftantial period, or elfe printed either at full length, or
' by numerical letters, and fometimes partly one and partly the
other ; thus, One Thoufand CCCC and lxmm, &c. but all
of them at the end of the book.

There were no variety of charaers, no intermixture of
Roman and Italick ; they are of later invention; but their
pages were continued in a Gothic letter of the fame fize
throughout.

They printed but few copies at once, for 200 or 300 were
? then eftecemed a large impreflion ; tho’ upon the encouragements

H frecéived
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received from the learned, they increafed their' numbers in
proportion. .

We fhall hers mention fomething concerning their book-
binding, an account of which we find in Scaliger, who tells

‘us, that his grandmother had ‘a printed Pfalter, the cover of

which was two inches thick; in the infide was a kind of

"cupboard, wherein was a fmall filver crucifix, and behind it

the name of Berenica Codronia de la Scila, ‘This book feems
to have been printed with blocks of wood, but probably bound
the fame way of the reft.

We conclude this chapter with an obfervation of Monf. de la
Monoye concerning the phrafe, Libri editi, which we hope the
curious will be pleafed with: he tells us, that this phrafe was
ufed before the invention of Printing, and fignified only books
publifhed and dd'perfed abroad in fome confiderable number,
in ‘oppofition to thofe that were writ fair to be fet up in libraries,
which were called Libri fcripti. Whether this obfervation be

‘as certain as it is curious, we fhall leave to the judgment of

our readers,’

PO AP "
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BY WHOM PRACTISED IN
LONDO N

;{\ym*}g S we have fhewn under a former head, how
| X .# -. '—f early it was introduced and prafifed at
! Weftminfter, we fhall now proceed to “the
b i B .' metropolis, where it cannot be fuppofed to
;ﬁ*ua‘ 3 be wholly negletted ; however, be that as 3
it will, it is certain, that if it was but flow %

in receiving it, jt made ample amends for it afterwards, fo that ?
in a little time there were feveral confiderable PrixnTing-
Houszs ereted in the moft convenient parts of Lowpon,
wherein it has flourifhed and been improved ever fince. Some of
whofe eminent Printers received great encouragement from the

rown, particularly by patents, of which we fhall give an
account under the names of the Printers to whom they were
granted. ‘The firft London Printers were 1480, viz.

Joun LeTTop and WiLr1am MacRLINIA, who are fup-
pofed, by their names, to be foreigners, but of what country
is uncertain; but ‘probably were encouraged to come over
and fettle here by Caxton, to promote the Art of Printing.
They printed feparately and in partnerfhip, as may be feen
by the produions of their prefs, which are chiefly law’; yet it
does not appear that they had any patent for fo doing, nor did
they continue printing longer than the year 1483. Thefe
two printers tell us, that they printed near All-hallows church
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in London. Their letter is a very coarfe Gothic one, and
more rude than Caxton’s. \

WINKEN, WYNKYN, or WyNaKNDUS DE WORDE, the
famous Mafter-printer, was a foreigner, born in the dukedom ‘
of Lorrain, as appears by the patent-roll in the chapel of the
Rolls. Our firft printer Caxton, when refident abroad, might
probably meet with him there, and engage him to come over
to England for a fervant or affiftant, like as John Fiuft at
Mentz had his lad, or fervant, Peter Schoeffer, whom they
chofe for their ingenuity and promifing parts ; and their after
works fhew they were not miftaken in their choice.

He continued in fome capacity with Caxton till his mafter’s
death, 1491, and printed at his houfe in Wektminfter afterwards.
Whether he .was married or nb, or had relations that came
over with him, does not appear by his will ; yet we find in the
church-wardens accounts for St Margaret’s Weftminfter, an
entry made in 1498. ltem, For the knell of Elizabeth
de Worde vi pence. Item, For iii torches, with the grete belle
for her, viiii d.” Again, in the year 1500,  Item, For the
knelle of Iuliane de Worde, with the grete bell, vi pence.”
_ By dwelling with Caxton he naturally fell into the company

‘and acquaintance of the learned and noble of this kingdom,
~ on account of this new art, as foon appeared by the firft works

he prmted and ftiled himfelf, Printer to Margaret, &c. the

king’s grandame. In the 7th of Henry VII. 1491, he printed
the a&ts of parliament with the king’s arms, &c. and dwelt at
his mafter’s houfe at leaft fix years, as may be feen by feveral
baoks mentioned to be printed by him at Weflminfter, in

Caxton’s houfe, till the a&ts printed in the 11th and 12th of

* Henry VII. when he printed at the end, with the fame cut,

and a neat one of wﬂ G; alfoin F Ieét-ﬁreet, at the

fygn of the fonne, by Wynken de Worde.
Afterwards he probably kept both fhops for fome time,
where, by himfelf and his numerous fervants, he performed

all .,
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all the parts of the bufinefs, and furnithed others, dwelling in
London ; for it may be fuppofed, the moft antient Printers did.
every part of the bufinefs belonging to books by themfelves,
or under their direftion, even to the binding and felling them.
His fkill in the art is much commended ; and at his fetting up.
for himfelf, his firft care was to cut a new fet of panches,
which he funk into'matrices, and caft feveral forts of printing
letters, which he afterwards ufed ; and Mr. Palmer, in his
Hiftory of Printing, fays, he printed feveral Latin, as well as

Englith volumes, but no Greck. He continued printing with
great applaufe till 1533, if not beyond that time. He wasa
perfon of great accomplifhments in learning; aswell as ftrict-
nefs in morals ; and though he was. the immediate fucceflor
to Caxton, the improvements he made were very confiderable ;
for by his geniué, and great {cope of fancy, he formed fuch a
variety of fortsand fizes of letter, that for feveral years after
few equalled, none e;;m;:hérein. If he was the ma-
s( ~ nual operator in cutting and cafting in his own foundery, it is
¥ anincredible improvement which he made to the art: nay,
_ if he had his types from abroad, notwithftanding it robs him
of the glory of the letter, yet his excellent method of_difpo-
fition, compofition, and- prefs-work, fhews him to have ex-
Md even to rival any of his cotemporaries
abroad. There is one circumftance that induces many to think
that he was his own letter-founder ; which is, that in fome of
_ his firft printed books, -the very letter he made ufe of, is the .
fame ufed by all the Printers in London at this time; and is
" imagined to be ftruck from his punches. He is the firft
Englith Printer, who introduced the Roman letter in England,
which he made ufe of to diftinguith any thing remarkable. His
letter is different from moft other Printers, and is caft (o true,
and ftands fo well in line, -as not to be fince excelled. - Upon .
the whole, he was a very curious, laborious and indefatigable
Printer. He was the firft who hegan to print the Year-books ;-

ﬁ “whichaycre continued by Pinfon,
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Moft of his books now remaining were printed at London,
in Fleet-ftreet, in St. Bride’s parifh, at the fign of the fun.
We have obferved no fign of his while at Weftminfter, unlefs
he had the fame Cypher which his mafter William Caxton-
ufed fora fign, in memory of the year when he bronght Print-
ing firft into England. He was a Stationer by company, but
we cannot find any charter granted them before that of Philip
and Mary, in 1556, which will be infertedin our account of
Cawood, who was mafter of the company. Wynkin de
Worde was alfo of the brotherhood of our Lady’s Affumption.
In. the year 1471, when Caxton printed the Receuyl of the
Hyftory of Troye, we may allow him to be about fifteen ; if

fo, he was feventy eight years old when he died. He made’
his will, as may be feen in the Prerogative-office, dated the gth

of June, 1534, and died not long after. He writes himfelf
Citizen and Stationer of London. He commends his foul to
God and the bleffed St. Mary, and his body to be buried in
the parochial church of St. Bride’s in Fleet-ftreet, before the
high altar of St. Katherine. Item, For tythes forgotten 6s.8d.
Item, To the fraterhity of our Lady, of which I am a brother,
10s. to pray for my foul. Item, To my maid 31 in books.
To Agues Tidder, widow, 40s. in books. Item, to Robert
Darby 31. in printed books. To John Barbanfon 6os. in
books, and ten marks. To He&tor, my fervant, five marks fter-
ling in books. To Wiflin zos. in printed books. To

Nowel, the book-binder, in Shoe-lane, zos. in books. To

Simon, my fervant, zos. in printed books, To every
of my apprentices 3 1. in printed books, "To John Butler,
late my fervant, 61. in printed books. To my fervant
James Ganer, in books twenty marks, And forgive John Be-
del, ftationer, all the money he owes me, &c. for executing
this my will, with James Ganer; and that they, with the con-
fent of the wardens of the parith of St. Bride’s, purchafe at
leaft zos. a year in or near the city, to pray’ for my fcule,
and fay mafs. To Henry Pepwell, ftationer, 41. in printed

books.
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49
books. To John Gouge forgive what he owes me, and 4 To
Robert Copland, ten marks. Andto Alard, book-binder, my
fervant, 61 155, 4d.

Ameng the great variety of books publifhed by him we thall
give an extralt out of only one, viz. Dean Collet’s Theology,

printed in 1533 ¢ The mayfter thall reherfe thefe articles to

them that offe: their chyldren, on this ways here followinge.

. If your chyld can rede and wryte Latin and Englifshe fuffi-

ciently, fo that he be able to rede and wryte his own leflons,
then he fhall be admitted into the fchole for a fcholar. If
your chyld after reafonable feafon proved to be here unapte,
and unable to learning, than ye warned thereof, fhall take

him away, that he occupye not here rowme in vayn. If he

apt to learn, ye fhall be content that he-continue here till he
have fome compytant literature. If he be abfent fix days, in
that mean feafon ye thew not caufe refonable (refonable caufe
is al only feknefs) then his rowme to be voyde, without ke be
admitted again, and payiiiid. Alio, after caufe thewed, if

he continue fo abfent tyll the week of admiffion in the next:

quarter, and then fhew not the continuance of hys feknefs,
than hys rowme to be voyde, and he none of the kﬁole, tyll
he be admitted agayne, and pay iiiid.. for wryting of his
name. Alfo, yf he fal thryfe into abfence, he fhall be ad-
mitted no more. Your chyld fhall on Childermas day waite
upon the byfhap at Pouwls, and offer there. Alfo, ye fhall
find him wax in wynter. Alfo, ye fhall fynde him convenient
bokes to hys lerning. If the offerer be coutent with thefe
articles, then let his chyld be admitted.*’

RiciArD Pinsow, alias Pyyson, was brought up under

Caxton, as well as Winken de Worde ; and being become a

good proficient in the bufinefs, went and fet up a prefs of his
own at Temple-bar, as the infcription on his firft works fhew.
The friendthip which he had contra@ted with De Worde,
wlum thefe two wmught under Caxton, was {o far from being

dxﬁurbed
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difturbed by any émulation or rivalfhip, that it continued to

‘their death. He is faid to be born in Normandy, and appears

to have been an early fervant to our firft printer, Caxton,
whom he calls, in his edition of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales,
(without a date, and imagined to be his firft printed book) his
worfhipful mafter; and tells the reader, that this book had
been diligently overfeen, and duly examined by his politic
reafon and overfight. He was in fuch efteem with the lady
Margaret, king Henry the VIIth’s mother, and other great
perfonages, that he printed for them all his days, and obtained
a patent from king Henry VII. to be his printer, as appears
in the year 1500, or before; poﬁigyly joined with Guilliam
Faques in ‘the fame patent, who was alfo the king’s printer
the fame year ; but the patent has not yet appeared, notwith-
ftanding it has been diligently fought for. He had a corre-
fpondence, is plain from his employing William Tailleur, a
printer.at Roan, to print fome pieces of law; as the laws 2
little before that time were ‘made in the Norman French
tongue, till the beginning of Henry VIIth’s reign. And pro-
bably the reafon why he fent them over to be printed, was,
that they, underftanding the language better, might.be capable
of printing it more correftly. However, he had fuch helps

afterwards, that all ftatutes, &c. were printed here at home.

He printed many books, which were alfo pﬁntqd by his friend
and fellow fervant, Wynken de Worde, who furvived him
about fix years. Many books were printed by him and his

fervants, and he caufed many pretty devices to be ftamped on-

their covers. -

This great artift ended his life before-the year 1529, when
Thomas Barthelet fucceeded him as king’s printer.

The firft book, with a date, printed by him, anno 1493,
was, A Compendions Treatife Dialogue of Dives and Pauper,
wherein is the following remarkable paffage of fair Rofamond :
¢ Werede that in Englonde was a kinge that had a concu-

byne,
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byne, whofe name was Rofe, and for her graete bowte he
cleped hir Rofe amunde, that is to faye, Rofe of the Worlde ;4:
for him thought that fhe paffed al women in bewte. It befel
that the died, and was buried whyle the kinge was abfent, and
whanne he came ayen, for grete love that he had to hyr, he -
would fe the bodie in the graue, and whanne the graue was
opened there fat an orrible tode upon hyr brefte, bytween hyr

" teetys, and a foule adder bigirt hyr body aboute the midle,
and fhe ftank fo that the kyng, ne non other, might, ftonde .
to fe the orrible fight. Thanne the kynge dyde fhette agen
the graue, and did wntc thefe two veerfis upon the graue,

¢¢ Hic jacet in, tumba rofe mundi non rofamunda.
¢« Non redolet fed olet quod redolere folet,” &c.

.

4 Juriay NoTary dwelt at fgveral places, and ashe printed .
fome time at Weftminfter, in 1500, we place him next after
Pinfon, He printed in France before he pradtifed in England.
In 1503 he dweltin St. Clement’s parifh, without Temple-bar, -
In 1515 he lived in St. Paul’s Church-yard, near the Weft
Door, by my Lord of London’s Palace, at the ngn of the
Three Kings.

GuirLam or WiLLiam FaQues, was the king’s prmter,
and probably joined in the fame patent with Pinfon. They
both printed the at of parliament made in the 19th of king
Henry VIL 1503, and ftiled themfelves in each, Printers to
the King. How long he had printed before, or continued-
after, does not appear, but his books fhew him to have been’
an excellent. workman, and lived within St. Helen’s.

Hexry PepweLw isfuppofed to be only a bookfeller, in
St. Paul’s Church-yard, and fold foreign bocks far merchants-
and others ; for there were many books printed abroad about:
this time, and 3 good while after, that were to be had at the
fign of the Trinity, in St. Paul’s Church-yard. He was a:
citizen and ftationer of Landon, had a wife and children,
and for a{ervant Michael Lobley, a printer ; of whom we thall
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take notice in another place. He fegms to have beep attached
rigidly o the Romau catholic religion all his days, and a

ufeful man for John Stokeflaye, bﬁhop of London, who fuc—
ceeded Cuthbert Tun{tall Pepwell’s fisft book that he pub-

‘'lithed wasin 150z. He made his will Sept. 11, 1539, in

which he gives his foul to the blefled lddy, Mayy mother of
Chrift, and his body to be buried in the parith church of St.
Faith’s (undcr §t, Paul’s), nigh the high ahar and to Ber-
mondfey, where he was born, a printed miafs-book, the price
of five fhillings, to pray for his foul. 'He made his wife,
Urfula, and his children, executors.

. Towards the end of Henry the VIIth's féign, befides the
books that were printed at home; there were feveral printed
for us abroad, by the cncouragement of Englifh merchants,
and others, as they found their account in it. Among others
was Mr. Bretton, a merchant of London, who encouraged the
ptinting books abroad, for our ufe, but his own Proﬁt and
advantage. He bore the chara@ter of a faithful and honeft
man, as appears by the books printed at his expence.

In 1506 there were fold, at the fign of the Tiinity in St

'Paul’s Chyreh-yard, feveral of the prayer books in Englith.

jonx SkoT, or §corr, for he printed his name both

~ ways, is fuppofed to have learned the Art of Winken de

Worde, or Pinfon, becaufe his firft works feem to be printed
on the fame letter, and greatly to refemble the prefs-work of
Worde and Pinfon, and was publithed in 1521, when he lived

without Newgate, in St. Pulker’s parifh. He removed into -

St. Paul’s Chirch-yard in 1534. He alfo lived in Gearge-
Alley without Bithopfgate, in 5t. Botolph’s. parifh.

Tromas GOpFRAY, 1510, dwelt at Temple-bar, printed
a great many books wuhout datd, and continued in bnﬁnefs
il 1532,

Jouw Rasteirt, a gentleman brought up in learning, and
probably to the law, had his education in the Univerfity of
Quford, was bomn in London. Hé took up the employ of
printing in 1517, yhteh at tha.t time was e&auned.a profef~

fion
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fion fit for a fcholaf of ingenidus mah, ﬁemg remarked for
Bis piety a % Becanic intimaté with Sir Thoris
‘Moré, whott fifter Ehzibetb he diartled ; hé was ealous for
the eathotic caufé, and a great hater of the proceedings uf
®ing Henry ViR

As for the book of 1dw-tetms, Taid by Bale fobe written by
thé fame duthor; is efronious, for they weie written by his foh
‘Williaht, in the year 1555,

Thid Jolnt Raftell died at London, it fiftebrhundred thirty
fix, feaving behind Rith iffire Witlinti Raftell before mentioned,
and John Raftell, a juftice of péace, who had a daughter named
Elizabeth, the wife of Robert Laugher, 1. p. chancellor of

* -the didcefe of Bxeter. -

Thei¢ were, it is likely, two fathilies of the Rattells about
this tme, which makes it difficult, in many places, to
&ittugitilh one from the other. It is plain, that William
Raftell; of St. Bride’s parif in London, in the year 1530,
und the lifertime of John, was a very noted printer of law-
books, as wilt be fhewn in its proper placé; and this family
exifted a good while before the Raftells ntentioned by Mr,
“Woaod.

He printed an Abridgement of the Englith Statutes, which,
being the fitft in Englith, we thall-prefent our Readers with the
Preface, as it contains the reafons for it, as follows :

Becaufe that the lawys of this realme of England, as well
the ftatutes as other jugementys and decreys, be made and
wrytyn moft commynly in the Frenche tongue, dyueife men
thereof mufe, and have oftimis communycacion and argument
confyderyng, that in reafon euery law wherto any people

4huld be boundyn, ought and thulde be wryttyn in fuch manere
and o opynly publisthyd and declaryd, that the people myght
fone, wythout gret dyfyculte, have the knoulege of the feyd
1laws. But the vetey caufe why the feyd laws of Englond we:e
writin in the French tonge, fhuld feme to be this: furfl, yt ys

not unknowyn, that when Wyllyam; duke of Normandy,
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game, in to thys land, and flew. kyng Herrold, and conqueryd
‘the hole realme, there was a grete pomber of people, as well
gentylmen as o;her, that cam, wyth hym, whych underftode not
-the vulgar tong, that was at that tyme vfyd in this realme, but
‘onely the French tong: and alfo, becauﬁ: the feyd kyng,
.and other grete wyfe men -of hys counfel, perfeynyd and fu-
pofyd that the vuloar tong,. which was then ufyd in thls rcalme
was, in a manere, but Bomely and:nd:, nor had not fo grete
.copy. and- haboundaunce of wordys as the Frenche tong than
had, nor that vulgare tong was not of yt felff fuffycyent to
expown and tu declare the matter of fuch lawys and ordena.uncxs,
' as they had determynid to be ‘made for the good governaunce of

the people fo effetually, and fo fubftancyally, as they cowd -

indyte them in the French tong, therefore they orderid, wrot,

and indytyd the feyd lawys, that they made, in the French

tong. And forthermore, long after the commyng off. king
Wylyam conquerour, becaufe that the vfe of the French tong
in this realme began to mynyslh , and be caufe that dyuers peo-
ple that inhabityd wythin this realme, wich coud nother fpeke
the vulgare tonge of thys realme, nother the French tong ;
‘therfore the wys men of this realme caufyd to be ordyryd, that
the matters of. the law, and accions hetwen partes: fhuld be
pledyd, thewyd and defendyd, anfwerd, debatyd and juggyd
in the Englifh vulgar tong; and more over, that wryttyn and
enteryd of record in the rollys in the latyn tong, becaufe that
every man generally, and indifferently, myght haue the knolege
‘thereof, as apperyth by a flatute made in the xxxxvi. yere of
E.iii. c. vltimo; wherfore, as I fuppofe, for thefe caufis be-
fore rgh_erfy&, 'which was intendyd for a ryght good purpofe.

_ ‘Butyet, befyde thys now of late days, the moft noble prynce, )

our late foverayne lord, kyng Hensy the vii, worthi to be

: calud the fecond Salomon (which excellyd in polytyk: wyledome

;11 other princes thatreinid in thys realme before thys time)

Cqmyde"mg and wel pal{eyuyng that our vulgare Englyfhitong
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was maruelloufly amendyd- and augmentyd, By reafon that
dyuers famous clerkis and lernyd men had tranflated, and
made many noble workis into our Englifh tong, whereby there
was mych more plenty and haboundaunce off Englyth ufyd,
than ther was in tymys paft ; and by reafon thereof our vulgar
tong, fo amplyfyed and {uffycyent of hyt felf to expown any
lawys or ordyna.ncys, whych was nedeful to be made for the
order of thys realme and alfo the fame wife prmce confider-
yng, that the vniverfall people of this realme had gret plefur,
and gave themfelf gretly to the redyng of the vulgare Englyfh
tong, ordeynyd and caufyd, that all the ftatutys and ordy-
nauncis, whych were made for the commyn welth of this realme
in hys days, fhuld be endytyd and wryttyn in the vulgare
Englyth tong, and to be publythyd, declaryd, and ymprintyd,
{o that the;i vniverfally the people of the realme myght fone
haue the knolege of the feyd ftatutes and ordynauncys, whych
they were bounde to obferve, and fo by reafon of that knelege
to. avoyd the danger and penaltes of the fame ftatutys, and
alfo the better to lyff in tranquylyte and peafe ; whych dyscrete,
charytable and reafonable order, our moft dred fovereyne lorde
that now ys, kyng Henry the viir. hath continuyd, and

folowyd, and caufyd all the flatutys, that haue be madein

hys dayeg, to be alfo indytyde and wryttyn in our Englyfh tong,
to the intente that all hys lege people myght haue the knoleg
thereof. Ail whych goodly purpofys and intentys, in my
mynde ofte tymys reuoluyde, hath caufyd me to take thys
Iytyll payne to tranflate out of Frenche into Englisthe the
abbreviacyon of the ftatutys, which conteyn forfeytours and
penaltes, made before the fyrft yere of the reyn of our late
fouerein lorde kyng Henry the vir. And alfo thoughe the
Aatutys, made as wel in the tyme of the feyde kyng Henry the
vil. as in the tyme of our fouerein lorde, that now ys, be

fufficyently indytid and writyn in our Englyfh tong, yetto -

them that be defirous fhortly to knowe the effe& of them, they
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"now hore tedyoufe to rede, than'though the mater and effet of
them were compendyoufly abbreuiat: whereforé now, as farr
as my fymplé wytt and fimall lernynge wyll extende, I haueé
here takyn upon me to abbregg the effe of them more fhortly
in this lyttyll book, befechyng all them, to whome the fyght
here of fhall come; to accépt hyt in gree; and though they fhall
fortune to fiynde any thynge myfreportyd, or omytted by my
neglygens, €lis by neglygens of tlie ptynters, that yt woldé
lyke them to pardon me, and t6 confyder my good wyl, which
haue intendid yt for a comyn welth, for the ¢4ufis atid con-
fideracyons before reherfyde ; and alfo, that yt fortune them to
be in dout in any poynt theredf, yet, yf it pleafe them, they
may reforte to the hole ftatute, whereof thys book is but a
bregement, and'in manere but a kalender. And forthermore
I wyll aduertyfe évery mon, that fhall fortume to haue any
matter in ure, to reforte to fome man, that ys lernyd in the
laws of thys realttie, to haue his councel in fuch poyntis, which
he thinkith doubtfull concernyng thefe feid flatutis, by the
knolege wherof, and by the dylygent obferuyng of the fame,
he may the better do hys dewte to- hys prynte and fouerine,

. and alfo lyf in tranquilite and peafe wyth his neyghbour,
accordyng to the pleafure and commandment of all mxghn Ged,
to whom be eternal laud and glori. Amren.

RosErT and WrLrLiam CorLaND ;the firft was fervamt to
Wynken de Worde, as appears by his profogue to the: Knight
of the Swan, and by the will of Wynken de Worde, wherein

"he was a legatee. Whether he was one of Caxton’s fervants
is uncertain ; but be that as it will, he was one of the earlieft
printers, befides ftationer and bookfeller, aswell as tranflator
and author. This may be obferved from feveral of his books
and that he chiefly dwelt in Flect-fireet, at the fign of tha
Rofe Garland, to 1541 ;] which year, under Robert Wyes, he
is mentioned. He brought up his fon William in the fame
Art, who folowed the bufinefs in the fathe houfe and at the
* fame fign, and other plaoe.. He became one of 'the ftationers

: =3

G A : AW HEL AY &

PP
el




T T T SN e

zm;. MY WP PE—

THE HISTORY OF PRINTING. g7

company in 1556, and continued printing for himfelf and
‘others till 1561. They are mentioned together, hecaufe they
both ufed the fame mark and letter. The firft prodution of
Rabert’s was in 1515.

He printed the Introduftion of Kuowledge, by Andrew
Borde, phyfician, which treateth of the natural difpofition of
an Englithman, and of the moncy then ufed. Initis a cut
of ap Englithman, fomewhat refembling King Henry VIIL.
but naked, holding'a piece of cloth over his arm, and a pair
of thears in his other hand, with the followxng lmcs, expref-
ﬁug the fickle difpofition of the Englifh.

¥ am an Englifhman, and naked I ftand here,
Mufing in my mynde, what rayment I fhal were ;
For now I were thys, and now I will were that,
Now I wyl were, I cannot tell what,————-3&c.

é Jor~ BuTLER, or BouLTER, Who, we are informed, was
a judge in the' Court of Common-pleas, had a Printing-heufe
at the fign of St. John the Evangelift, in Fleet-ftrect, in 1520,
where he carried on but little bufinefs.

RosgrT WYER, anearly printer, who printed many books
without dates. He lived at the fign of St. John Evangelift,
in St. Martin’s parifh, in the Bifhop of Norwich’s Rents, near
Charing-Crofs, in 1524.

RoBerT REpMAN printed law as early as 1525, while
Wynken de Worde, Pinfon, and Raftell were living, as well
asfome others ; fo that one would be apt to conclude their
§  patents were not always exclufive of others. He dwelt after
Pipfon’s death in his houfe, and continued the fign of the
George. His will, which is in the Prerogative office, is as
follows : Rabert Redman, ftationer and freeman of London,
! in the parifh of St. Dunftan’s in the Weft, made his will the

21ft day of O&ober, 1540. His eftatcs he left to his family.
Forty pence to be given to the poor, at the day of his death.
Blizabeth, his wife, to be fole exccuwix; and William

g . . Peyghan,
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Peyghan, and his fon-in-law, Henry Smith, to be overfeers of

this his will ; and they to have for their labour at the difcre-

tion of his execatrix, '
Ricuarp Banks printed,” and had others that printed for
him, about twenty years. He dwelt and fold books at feveral

places, and had a patent for printing the Epiftles and Gof-,

pels, in the following words, granted in 1540,

Henry the eighth, by the grace of God, king of England
and of France, defender of the Faith, lord of Ireland, and
in earth fupreme head immediately under Chrift of the church
of England. To all printers of books within this realm, and
to all our letters hearing or feeing, greeting. Be it known to
all, that we of our efpecial grace have given privilege unto
our well beloved fubjet Richard Banks, that no perfon within
this realme, fhall print any manner of books whatfoever that
our faid fubjeds fhall firft print within the fp:ét(:e of feven

years next enfuing the printing of every fuch book fo by him_
printed, vpon pain of forfeiture of the fame. Wherefore we-

will and command, that you, nor none of you, do prefume to
print any of the faid books dusing the time aforefaid ; as, you
tender our pleafure and will, avoid the contrary,

LavrReNCE ANDREW, a native of Calais. He was a tran-
flatior of divers authors before he learned the Art of Printing,
which probably might be from John of Doefborowe and Peter
Treuers. Afterwards he prattifed it in Fleet-fireet, London,
at the fign of the Golden-crofs, by Fleet-bridge.

Joun Reynes, bookfeller and bookbinder, dwelt in St.’
Paul’s Church-yard, at the fign of the St. George in 1527, if
not before. Somec beoks are faid to be printed by him, others
for him ; but there are many more that have his marks, and
pretty devices on their covers; as the arms and fupporters of
Jesus Curist, with thefe words, REDEMPTORIS MUNDI
ARMA. o ‘
" Tuomas BerTueret, Efq; the King’s Printer, dwelt at
the fign of Lucretia Romana, in Fleez-fircet ; and had a'patent
' granted
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